
Alabama governor signs near-total abortion ban into law 


By KIM CHANDLER and 
BLAKE PATERSON 
Associated Press 
MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) 

— Alabama's Republican 
governor signed the most 
stringent abortion legisla¬ 
tion in the nation Wednes¬ 
day, making performing an 
abortion a felony in nearly 
all cases. 

“To the bill’s many support¬ 
ers, this legislation stands 
as a powerful testament to 
Alabamians’ deeply held 
belief that every life is pre¬ 
cious and that every life is 
a sacred gift from God,” 
Gov. Kay Ivey said in a 
statement. 

The bill’s sponsors want 
to give conservatives on 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
a chance to gut abor¬ 
tion rights nationwide, but 
Democrats and abortion 
rights advocates criticized 
the bill as a slap in the face 
to women voters. 

Continued on Page 3 



Laura Stiller hands out coat hangers as she talks about illegal abortions during a rally against a ban on nearly all abortions outside 
of the Alabama State House in Montgomery, Ala., on Tuesday, May 14, 2019. 
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Trump issues order apparently aimed at China’s Huawei 
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In this March 7, 2019 file photo, a logo of Huawei is displayed at a shop in Shenzhen, China's 
Guangdong province. 
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By FRANK BAJAK and 
TALI ARBEL 
Associated Press 

President Donald Trump is¬ 
sued an executive order 
Wednesday apparently 
aimed at banning equip¬ 
ment from Chinese tele¬ 
communications giant 
Huawei from U.S. networks. 
It declares a national eco¬ 
nomic emergency that 
empowers the government 
to ban the technology and 
services of “foreign adver¬ 
saries” deemed to pose 
unacceptable risks to na¬ 
tional security — including 
from cyberespionage and 
sabotage. While it doesn’t 
name specific countries 
or companies, it follows 
months of U.S. pressure on 
Huawei. It gives the De¬ 
partment of Commerce 
150 days to come up with 
regulations. 

The order addresses U.S. 
government concerns that 
equipment from Chinese 
suppliers could pose an es¬ 
pionage threat to U.S. inter¬ 
net and telecommunica¬ 
tions infrastructure. Huawei, 
the world's biggest supplier 
of network gear, has been 
deemed a danger in U.S. 


national security circles for 
the better part of a de¬ 
cade. U.S. justice and in¬ 
telligence officials say Chi¬ 
nese economic espionage 
and trade secret theft is 
rampant. U.S. officials have 
presented no evidence, 
however, of any Huawei 
equipment in the U.S. or 
elsewhere being compro¬ 
mised by backdoors in¬ 


stalled by the manufactur¬ 
er to facilitate espionage 
by Beijing. Huawei vehe¬ 
mently denies involvement 
in Chinese spying. 

A senior U.S. administra¬ 
tion official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
told reporters in a hastily 
arranged call that that the 
order was “company and 
country agnostic” and said 


it would not be retroactive. 
Officials said “interim regu¬ 
lations” were expected be¬ 
fore final rules were set but 
were vague on what that 
meant. 

Washington and Beijing are 
locked in a trade war that 
partly reflects a struggle 
for global economic and 
technological dominance. 
In a statement, Federal 
Communications Com¬ 
mission Chairman Ajit Pai 
called the executive order 
“a significant step toward 
securing America's net¬ 
works.” 

“It signals to U.S. friends 
and allies how far Washing¬ 
ton is willing to go to block 
Huawei,” said Adam Se¬ 
gal, cybersecurity director 
at the Council on Foreign 
Relations. Many in Europe 
have resisted a fierce U.S. 
diplomatic campaign to 
institute a wholesale ban 
on the Chinese company's 
equipment in their next- 
generation 5G wireless net¬ 
works. Sen. Mark Warner, 
vice chair of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee 
and a former telecoms ex¬ 
ecutive, called the order 
“a needed step” in a state¬ 
ment endorsing the State 
Department’s contention 
that Chinese law compels 
Huawei to act as an agent 
of the state. He cautioned, 
however, that its imple¬ 
mentation not “harm or 
stifle” legifimafe business. 
The order’s existence in 
draft form was first reported 


by The Washington Post last 
June. Segal said that with 
U.S.-China trade talks at a 
standstill, the White House 
“felt the time had finally 
come to pull the trigger.” 

It is a “low cost signal of 
resolve from the Trump ad¬ 
ministration,” Segal said, 
noting that there is little at 
stake economically. 

All major U.S. wireless car¬ 
riers and internet provid¬ 
ers had already sworn off 
Chinese-made equipment 
after a 2012 report by the 
House Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee said Huawei and 
ZTE, China’s No. 2 tele¬ 
coms equipment compa¬ 
ny, should be excluded as 
enablers of Beijing-direct¬ 
ed espionage. Last year. 
Trump signed a bill that 
barred the U.S. govern¬ 
ment and its contractors 
from using equipment from 
the Chinese suppliers. 

The FCC also has a rule in 
the works that would cut 
off subsidies for compa¬ 
nies that any equipment 
banned as posing a na¬ 
tional security threat. Hua- 
wei's handsets are virtually 
non-existent in the U.S. and 
last week the FCC rejected 
a Chinese phone compa¬ 
ny’s bid to provide domes¬ 
tic service . 

Only about 2 percent of 
telecom equipment pur¬ 
chased by North American 
carriers was Huawei-made 
in 2017. The domestic eco¬ 
nomic impact will be re¬ 
stricted mostly to small rural 
carriers for whom Huawei 
equipment in particular 
has been attractive due to 
its lower costs. 

That could make it more 
difficult to expand access 
to speedy internet in rural 
areas. 

Blair Levin, an adviser to 
research firm New Streef 
Research and a former 
FCC official, said fhe order 
is likely fo widen fhe digital 
divide. 

Roger Entner, founder of 
telecom research firm Re¬ 
con Analytics, tweeted: 
“Banning Huawei in the 
U.S. has the FCC in a co¬ 
nundrum: Low cost Huawei 
equipment helps to build 
out broadband in rural 
America faster.” He won¬ 
dered if the FCC would sub¬ 
sidize small rural carriersO 
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Alabama governor signs near-total abortion ban into law 


Continued fron Front 

“It just completely disre¬ 
gards women and the 
value of women and their 
voice. We have once 
again silenced women on 
a very personal issue,” said 
Sen. Linda Coleman-Mad- 
ison, a Birmingham Demo¬ 
crat. 

Coleman-Madison said she 
hopes the measure awak¬ 
ens a “sleeping giant” of 
women voters in the state. 
But Republican pollster 
Chris Kratzer noted that 
there is no congressional 
district and likely no legis¬ 
lative district with enough 
swing voters to put Repub¬ 
licans at serious risk in the 
state. 

“The people who are out¬ 
raged about this are not 
the people who are elect¬ 
ing these guys, generally 
speaking, especially when 
we're talking about the pri¬ 
mary,” he said. 

Further, Kratzer argued, 
there aren’t enough po¬ 
tential swing voters and 
disenchanted Republicans 
to make the issue any kind 
of advantage for the lone 
Democrat elected to state¬ 
wide office, U.S. Sen. Doug 
Jones, who scored a sur¬ 
prise win in a 2017 special 
election. 

Jones upset Republican 
Roy Moore in part on the 
strength of GOP-leaning 
college graduates aban¬ 
doning the controversial 
Moore. But Kratzer said that 
was more about Moore's 
long history of flouting fed¬ 
eral courts as chief justice 
of the Alabama Supreme 
Court and accusations that 
Moore sexually harassed 
teens when he was in his 


30s — not Moore's hardline 
stance on abortion. 

The legislation Alabama 
senators passed Tuesday 
would make performing an 
abortion at any stage of 
pregnancy a felony pun¬ 
ishable by 10 to 99 years 
or life in prison for the pro¬ 
vider. The only exception 
would be when the wom¬ 
an’s health is at serious risk. 
Women seeking or under¬ 
going abortions wouldn't 
be punished. 

Rep. Terri Collins, the bill's 
sponsor, said she believes 
the measure reflects the 
beliefs of the majority of the 
state electorate. Ivey ac¬ 
knowledged Wednesday 
that the measure may be 
unenforceable in the short 
term. The law is set to go 
into effect six months after 
being signed, but support¬ 
ers expect it to be blocked 
by lower courts as they fight 
toward the Supreme Court. 
“The sponsors of this bill be¬ 
lieve that it is time, once 
again, for the U.S. Supreme 
Court to revisit this impor¬ 
tant matter, and they be¬ 
lieve this act may bring 
about the best opportunity 
for this to occur," Ivey said. 
Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio 
and Georgia recently have 
approved bans on abor¬ 
tion once a fetal heartbeat 
is detected, which can 
occur in about the sixth 
week of pregnancy. The 
Alabama bill goes further 
by seeking to ban abortion 
outright. 

Abortion rights advocates 
vowed swift legal action. 
“We vowed to fight this 
dangerous abortion ban 
every step of the way and 
we meant what we said. 
We haven’t lost a case 


in Alabama yet and we 
don’t plan to start now. We 
will see Governor Ivey in 
court,” said Staci Fox, presi¬ 
dent and CEO of Planned 
Parenthood Southeast. 

One mile from the Ala¬ 
bama Statehouse — down 
the street from the Gover¬ 
nor’s Mansion — sits Mont¬ 
gomery’s only abortion 
clinic, one of three perform¬ 
ing abortions in the state. 
Because of its location, the 
clinic sees a stream of pa¬ 
tients from Mississippi and 
the Florida Panhandle be¬ 
cause other clinics have 
closed. □ 



This photograph released by the state shows Alabama Gov. 
Kay Ivey signing a bill that virtually outlaws abortion in the state 
on Wednesday, May 15, 2019, in Montgomery, Ala. 

Associated Press 
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Bernie Sanders zeros in on Joe Biden as his favorite foil 


By JUANA SUMMERS 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ber¬ 
nie Sanders is quick to slam 
Joe Biden's past support of 
free trade deals and the 
Iraq War. 

He is warning him against 
a “middle ground" ap¬ 
proach to addressing cli¬ 
mate change. His cam¬ 
paign sends fundraising 
appeals with a simple, fore¬ 
boding subject line: “Joe 
Biden .” become Sanders’ 
favorite foil. 

No one seeking the 2020 
Democratic presidential 
nomination has been as 
aggressive as the Vermont 
senator in highlighting epi¬ 
sodes from the former vice 
president’s past to sow 
skepticism in the party’s 
progressive base. 

The strategy is reminiscent 
of Sanders' approach to 
the 2016 Democratic pri¬ 
mary, when he relentlessly 
slammed Hillary Clinton as 
an establishment pawn. 
And it’s a reminder that, 
even when Sanders lags in 
the polls, he is often most 
comfortable when he’s 
taking on top Democrats, 
hoping that such attacks 
will energize his most loyal 
supporters. 

That was easy to do in 2016 
when he was the sole out¬ 
sider candidate taking on 
one of the most recogniz¬ 
able names in Democratic 
politics. It could be tougher 
now that he’s a leading 
contender for the nomina¬ 
tion who has spent the past 
several years building an 
organization to support his 
candidacy. 

“Bernie is trying to rekindle 
the magic of 2016, where 
he was the outsider running 
against a longtime mem¬ 
ber of the establishment," 
said Dan Pfeiffer, a former 
senior adviser to President 
Barack Obama. 


“The challenge is that this 
year there are no candi¬ 
dates with a claim to out¬ 
sider status.” 


A Sanders representative 
declined to comment. 
Mark Longabaugh, an ad¬ 
viser to Sanders’ 2016 cam¬ 
paign, said the senator 
ran then by pitting himself 
against Wall Street, phar¬ 
maceutical drug com¬ 
panies and the billionaire 
Koch brothers, who funded 
conservative causes and 
campaigns. 

Sanders’ critiques of Biden 
come as the former vice 
president is taking the lead 
in many polls, displacing 
Sanders from the top. 

For his part, Biden only 
nods at the tensions with¬ 
out mentioning Sanders by 
name. 

Campaigning in New 
Hampshire this week, Biden 
defended his record as 


progressive, particularly on 
environmental and health 
care policies. He pushed 
back at a news report that 


he was considering a “mid¬ 
dle ground" on climate 
policy that prompted sting¬ 
ing criticism from Sanders 
and Democratic Rep. Al¬ 
exandria Ocasio-Cortez of 
New York. 

“I was in this area long be¬ 
fore most anybody else 
was, and I have a record,” 
he said, calling himself “a 
leader in climate change" 
and referring to a 1987 
Senate floor speech dur¬ 
ing which he referred to a 
warming Earth as an “exis¬ 
tential threat.” 

He said he’ll deliver a ma¬ 
jor speech on climate is¬ 
sues later this month, and 
he called for an “environ¬ 
mental revolution." But he 
also doubled down on his 
overall pragmatic political 


brand, arguing that “we 
do need to finish this green 
revolution in a way that is 
rational” and in a way the 


nation “can afford.” 

For now at least, Biden is 
keeping his singular focus 
on President Donald Trump, 
a posture that also gives 
him the air of Democratic 
front-runner. 

“You will never hear me 
speak ill of another Demo¬ 
cratic candidate for presi¬ 
dent," Biden said Tuesday. 
How long he can do that, 
though, is uncertain. With 
the first debates set for 
June, the race will soon 
move into another phase 
in which nearly two dozen 
candidates seeking the 
party’s nomination will try 
to create breakout mo¬ 
ments. 

Zac Petkanas, a Democrat¬ 
ic strategist who served as 
an adviser to Clinton’s 2016 


campaign, said Biden has 
the luxury of ignoring Sand¬ 
ers’ attacks as the race 
right now appears to be 
“Joe Biden versus about 20 
other candidates.” 

“It makes sense that he’s 
trying to do it as long as 
he can, but we're in May 
of 2019. It’s going to get 
rough, which is a good 
thing because we want a 
nominee to emerge battle 
tested,” Petkanas said. 

In New Hampshire, which 
Sanders captured by 22 
percentage points in 2016 
and his campaign views as 
vital this year, voters said 
they were wary of fhe cam¬ 
paign devolving info politi¬ 
cal mudslinging. 

Lori Backman, 55, be¬ 
moaned the ideological 
tug-of-war, worrying fhaf if 
will ensure Trump’s reelec¬ 
tion. 

“We can’t have the splin¬ 
tering,” she said, arguing 
that any Democrat is better 
on policy than the current 
administration. “We need a 
strong message of unity up 
front. That's how you win.” 
While Sanders benefited 
from running behind Clin¬ 
ton in 2016, 73-year-old 
Marilyn Learner said she 
didn’t think Sanders would 
have that same advan¬ 
tage this time if Biden filled 
the Clinton role. 

“Bernie’s ideas were nov¬ 
el,” the retired teacher 
said. “And they're not nov¬ 
el now.” 

Mike Ward, a 62-year-old 
retired postal worker, said 
Democrats should lay off 
one another for the time 
being but that he under¬ 
stands Sanders’ approach. 
“He’s starting to slip in the 
polls,” Ward said. 

“And it’s due to Biden 
jumping in the race. That's 
obvious. So, he's just kind of 
scrambling to maintain his 
standing.”□ 



In this April 24, 2019, file photo. Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt., 
answers questions during a presidential forum held by She The People on the Texas State University 
campus in Houston. Biden has In his nearly three weeks as a presidential candidate , 

Associated Press 
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Officials: PG&E equipment sparked deadly California wildfire 



In this Nov. 9, 2018 file photo. Pacific Gas &amp; Electric crews work to restore power lines in 
Paradise, Calif. 


By JANIE HAR 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Pacific Gas & Electric Corp. 
power lines sparked a 
Northern California blaze 
that killed 85 people last 
year, making it the dead¬ 
liest U.S. wildfire in a cen¬ 
tury, state fire officials said 
Wednesday. 

Cal Fire said transmission 
lines owned and operated 
by the San Francisco-based 
utility started the Nov. 8 fire 
that nearly destroyed the 
town of Paradise in the Si¬ 
erra Nevada foothills. 

The fire wiped out nearly 
15,000 homes. Many of 
those killed were elderly or 
disabled. The oldest was 
99. 

The investigation also iden¬ 
tified a second nearby ig¬ 
nition site involving PG&E's 
electrical distribution lines 
that had come into con¬ 
tact with vegetation. 

The second fire was quickly 
consumed by the initial fire. 
The disclosure came on the 
same day the utility’s new 
chief executive was testi¬ 
fying before a legislative 
committee in Sacramento. 
Bill Johnson told the state 
Assembly Utilities and En¬ 
ergy Committee he had 
expected the utility would 
be blamed for the fire. 

“I have made the assump¬ 
tion when I got here that 
PG&E equipment caused 
the fire,” he said, noting 
the utility had said that was 
probable in recent filings. 
“It’s a disappointment that 
this happened. Let’s not do 
it again.” 

Cal Fire did not release its 
full investigative report, say¬ 
ing it had been forwarded 
to the Butte County district 
attorney’s office, which is 
considering criminal charg¬ 
es against the utility. 

An attorney representing 
2,000 victims of the fire said 
the handling of the findings 
indicates the utility may 
have broken the law. 
Lawyer Mike Danko said 
Cal Fire will normally re¬ 
lease its reports publicly if it 
finds no laws were broken. 
However, he said, referring 
the report to prosecutors 
suggests Cal Fire likely has 
evidence that the utility 
was negligent on safety is¬ 
sues. 


“We know from our work 
that PG&E knew its towers 
in the area were corroded 
and were at risk of failing," 
Danko said. 

A call seeking comment 
from Butte County prose¬ 
cutors was not immediately 
returned. A PG&E represen¬ 
tative did not immediately 
respond to an email seek¬ 
ing comment. 

The utility, which filed for 
bankruptcy protection 
in January, said in Febru¬ 
ary it was “probable” that 
one of its transmission lines 
sparked the blaze. 

PG&E has estimated its to¬ 
tal liability from the Para¬ 
dise fire and 2017 wildfires 
could top $30 billion. 

The fire spread rapidly, 
burning into the commu¬ 
nities of Concow and Ma- 
galia and the outskirts of 
Chico. 

Authorities said it was like 
no fire they had seen be¬ 
fore. 

Strong wind gusts blew hot 
embers a mile or more, cre¬ 
ating multiple fires. 

“The tinder dry vegetation 
and red flag conditions 
consisting of strong winds, 
low humidity and warm 
temperatures promoted 
this fire and caused ex¬ 
treme rates of spread," Cal 
fire said in its release. 

The utility previously ac¬ 
knowledged that the Car- 
ibou-Palermo transmission 
line lost power right before 
the fire and was later found 


to be damaged. 

Paradise Mayor Jody Jones 
said Wednesday she was 
not surprised to hear Pa¬ 
cific Gas & Electric power 
lines sparked the blaze 
that decimated her town 
and she hopes the findings 
help the city’s legal case 
against the utility. 

“It’s nice to have a definite 
answer," Jones said. 
Paradise sued PG&E in 
January seeking damages 
for the loss of infrastructure, 
land, property, trees, public 
and natural resources, and 
lost taxpayer resources. 

The suit alleges the blaze 
started when electrical 
infrastructure owned, op¬ 
erated and maintained 
by PG&E failed, causing 
a spark that ignited the 
blaze. 


Associated Press 

The suit also alleges that 
PG&E had planned to de¬ 
energize power lines as a 
precaution against starting 
a fire but canceled those 
plans despite windy condi¬ 
tions. 

PG&E’s bankruptcy reorga¬ 
nization plan is due by the 
end of May, but it has re¬ 
quested an extension until 
November. 

California Gov. Gavin New¬ 
som said in a Wednesday 
filing that PG&E shouldn’t 
get an extra six months to 
reorganize. He said the util¬ 
ity’s request continues to 
show it lacks an urgent fo¬ 
cus on improving safety. 
Newsom and lawmakers 
are working on proposals 
related to utility liability for 
wildfires that could affect 
the bankruptcy.Q 
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FAA chief defends handling of Boeing Max safety approval 


By DAVID KOENIG, MARCY 
GORDON and TOM KRISHER 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

acting chief of the Federal 
Aviation Administration de¬ 
fended his agency's safety 
certification of the Boeing 
737 Max jetliner, the plane 
involved in two deadly 
crashes, and the FAA’s de¬ 
cision not to ground the 
jet until other regulators 
around the world had al¬ 
ready done so. 

During a congressional 
hearing Wednesday, the 
FAA official, Daniel Elwell, 
also stood by the agency’s 
decades-old policy of us¬ 
ing employees of aircraft 
manufacturers like Boeing 
to conduct inspections on 
their own companies’ work. 
Boeing is updating an au¬ 
tomated flight-control sys¬ 
tem that has been impli¬ 
cated in the two crashes 
involving the 737 Max. El¬ 
well said he expects Boe¬ 
ing to complete its work “in 
the next week or so,” after 
which the FAA will analyze 
the software changes and 
conduct test flights. 

“In the U.S., the 737 Max will 
return to service only when 
the FAA's analysis of the 
facts and technical data 
indicate that it is safe to do 
so,” Elwell said. 

Meanwhile, the Senate 
Commerce Committee 
held a short hearing for 
President Donald Trump’s 
choice to take over the 
FAA: Stephen Dickson, a 
former Delta Air Lines pilot 
and executive. 

During the two-hour ques¬ 
tioning of Elwell by the 
House aviation subcom¬ 
mittee, lawmakers pressed 
him on the FAA's reliance 
on designated Boeing em¬ 
ployees during the planes’ 
certification process. 

Rep. Dina Titus, D-Nev., 
told Elwell that the public 
believes “you were in bed 
with those you were sup¬ 
posed to be regulating, 
and that's why it took so 
long” to ground the planes. 
“The FAA has a credibil¬ 
ity problem," declared the 
subcommittee chairman, 
Rick Larsen, D-Wash. 


The 737Maxis Boeing's best¬ 
selling plane and it is built in 
his home state of Washing¬ 
ton. Larsen said Congress 
must help make the pub¬ 


lic feel safe about flying 
because “if they don’t fly, 
airlines don’t need to buy 
airplanes," and “then there 
will be no jobs” in aircraft 
manufacturing. Other law¬ 
makers defended the FAA 
and Boeing and suggested 
that the Oct. 29 crash of 
a Lion Air jet off Indonesia 
and the March 10 crash of 
an Ethiopian Airlines Max 
were due at least partly 
to pilot error. A total of 346 
people were killed in the 
crashes."It bothers me that 
we continue to tear down 
our system based on what 
has happened in two other 
countries," said Rep. Sam 
Graves, R-Mo. 

Boeing is already the sub¬ 
ject of a criminal investi¬ 
gation by the Justice De¬ 
partment. Boeing custom¬ 
ers Southwest Airlines and 
American Airlines and their 
pilot unions have received 
subpoenas related to that 
investigation; United Air¬ 
lines, which also flew the 
Max until it was grounded 
in March, declined to com¬ 


ment, although its pilot 
union confirmed that it too 
has received a subpoena. 
Congressional investiga¬ 
tions into the FAA’s relation¬ 


ship with Boeing are in the 
early stages. Rep. Peter De- 
Fazio, D-Ore„ who heads 
the full Transportation Com¬ 
mittee, said he and Larsen 
have been frustrated after 
seeking information from 
Boeing. 

“Boeing has yet to provide 
a single document,” he 
said. “We’ve got to get to 
the bottom of this.” 

Elwell defended FAA’s 
practice of designating 
employees of Boeing and 
other aerospace manufac¬ 
turers to do some inspec¬ 
tion work, saying it takes 
advantage of industry ex¬ 
pertise, and “when done 
right, is indispensable to the 
health and safety of our 
system.” 

At a Senate hearing in 
March, Elwell said it would 
cost $1.8 billion a year if 
FAA did all the work done 
by designees at companies 
regulated by the agency. 
On Wednesday, the act¬ 
ing chief defended the 
FAA's 2017 approval of the 
Max including its new auto¬ 


mated flight-control system 
that can push the nose of 
the plane down if a single 
sensor detects that the 
plane could be nearing an 


aerodynamic stall. 

That system, called MCAS, 
was triggered on both fatal 
flights by faulty sensor read¬ 
ings, and pilots were not 
able to regain control of 
the planes as they plunged 
to Earth. Airlines and pilots 
were not told about MCAS 
until after the October 
crash. 

“When I first heard of this, 
(I) thought that the MCAS 
should have been more 
adequately explained in 
the ops manual and the 
flight manual,” Elwell said. 
Boeing is changing MCAS 
to make it less powerful, 
and to link the system to 
two sensors instead of one. 
And it will include more ex¬ 
planation of the system, 
Elwell said, “to make pilots 
more aware and respond 
better to an anomaly.” 
American Airlines pilots 
pressed Boeing in Novem¬ 
ber — shortly after the first 
Max crash — to fix the soft¬ 
ware quickly. 

“We don't want to rush 
and do a crappy job of fix¬ 
ing things,” a Boeing official 
responded, according to a 
recording of the meeting. 
“We also don’t want to fix 
the wrong things.” 


The Boeing representative 
called the Lion Air crash a 
tragedy, adding, “an even 
worse thing would be an¬ 
other one.” He promised 
a software update in six 
weeks. 

The update was still not 
done when the Ethiopian 
crash occurred more than 
three months later. 

“Boeing did not treat the 
737 Max 8 situation like the 
emergency it was," said 
Daniel Carey, president of 
the American Airlines pi¬ 
lots' union, which has filed 
public records related to 
the matter. Carey said his 
pilots are seeking “proper 
oversight” of Boeing, the 
FAA and airlines including 
their own. Boeing represen¬ 
tatives were not invited to 
Wednesday's hearing. 
Nadia Milleron, whose 
daughter, Samya Stumo, 
was on the Ethiopian Air¬ 
lines plane, was in the audi¬ 
ence. She said FAA seems 
to be rushing to approve 
Boeing’s fixes to the Max 
even before the accident 
investigations are finished 
— something that could 
take many months. 

“It is possible that these 
planes should never go 
back in the air,” she said. 
Milleron, whose family is su¬ 
ing Boeing and Ethiopian 
Airlines, said travelers hold 
the final power to ground 
the plane. 

“The only thing that is going 
to stop this is the public,” 
Milleron said in an interview. 
“If the public is concerned 
and if the Boeing 737 Max 
8 ... becomes toxic ... that's 
going to make a change.” 
Across Capitol Hill, the Sen¬ 
ate Commerce Commit¬ 
tee held a relatively placid 
hearing for Dickson, the 
nominee to replace Elwell, 
FAA’s acting administrator 
since January 2018. 

Dickson promised that if 
he is confirmed by the full 
Senate, he would not hesi¬ 
tate to take enforcement 
action against companies 
and FAA would not be 
captive to the industry it 
regulates. 

U.S. aviation has an envi¬ 
able safety record over the 
past decade, Dickson said, 
but the industry is only as 
good as the last takeoff or 
landing.Q 
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Daniel Elwell, acting administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration, testifies during a House 
Transportation Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, May 15, 2019, on 
the status of the Boeing 737 MAX aircraft. 

Associated Press 










ay 


U.S. NEWS If * 7 


THURSDAY 16 MAY 2019 





% 


With online 
reservations on 
Super Saver days 
No exceptions 


uocLrnKM rmiTs 


SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM A SWING! 

9am-1 pm $60pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


2-5pm S45pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET SAIL 

5:30'7:30pm $32pp 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 



Klatch Coffee owner Bo Thiara holds a cup of Elida Natural 
Geisha coffee at his shop in San Francisco, Wednesday, May 
15, 2019. 

Associated Press 

California cafe touts 
its $75 coffee as 
the world’s priciest 


Alaska floatplanes collided at 
3,300 feet before crashing 



This May 13, 2019 photo provided by Ryan Sinkey, shows a 
Coast Guard Station Ketchikan response boat crew searching 
for survivors from a downed floatplane in the vicinity of George 
Inlet near Ketchikan, Alaska. Two floatplanes carrying cruise 
ship tourists collided Monday near the southeast Alaska town 
of Ketchikan. 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

California cafe is brewing 
up what it calls the world’s 
most expensive coffee — 
at $75 a cup. 

Klatch Coffee is serving the 
exclusive brew, the Elida 
Natural Geisha 803, at its 
branches in Southern Cali¬ 
fornia and San Francisco. 
The 803 in the coffee's 
name refers to the record- 
breaking $803 per pound 
the organic beans sold for 
at a recent auction after 
winning the Best of Pana¬ 
ma coffee competition, 
said Bo Thiara, co-owner 
of the Klatch branch in San 
Francisco. He calls the an¬ 
nual competition the cof¬ 
fee world’s equivalent of 
the Oscars. 

Only 100 pounds (45 kilo¬ 
grams) of the beans were 
available for purchase, 
and most went to Japan, 
China and Taiwan, Thaira 
said. Klatch secured 10 
pounds (4.5 kilograms) and 
is the only chain in North 
America to have it. 

The coffee’s high qual¬ 
ity and limited supply set 


off a bidding war that de¬ 
termined its astronomical 
price, topping last year's 
winning beans that sold 
for $601 per pound, Thiara 
said. Klatch describes the 
coffee as a rare variety of 
Arabica from Panama that 
has a floral, tea-like flavor 
with hints of jasmine and 
berries. The 10 pounds of 
beans will produce about 
80 cups of coffee, Thi¬ 
ara said. A few lucky cof¬ 
fee lovers got to try free 
samples Wednesday at 
the San Francisco branch, 
where promotional signs 
are on display advertising, 
“World's Most Expensive 
Coffee." 

One of them was San 
Francisco resident Lauren 
Svensson, who said it was 
“very different” from any 
coffee she’d ever tasted. 
“My mind was a little blown 
about the fact that a$75 
cup of coffee even exists,” 
she said, “but it was shock¬ 
ingly good.” 

Her friend, Charlie Sinhase- 
ni, also gave his free sam¬ 
ple a positive review.□ 


By RACHEL D’ORO and 
MARK THIESSEN 
Associated Press 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 

— Two sightseeing planes 
carrying cruise ship pas¬ 
sengers in Alaska collided 
at about the 3,300-foot 
(1,006-meter) level before 
they crashed, the Nation¬ 
al Transportation Safety 
Board announced after a 
team arrived from Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., to investigate 
the crash. 

The two planes collided in 
midair Monday, and the 
Coast Guard raised the 
death toll to six people on 
Tuesday after finding the 
bodies of two people who 
had been missing. Five of 
the dead were passengers 
and the sixth was the pilot 
of one of the planes. 
Federal investigators said 
the larger plane, a de 
Havilland Otter DHC-3 with 
10 passengers and its pilot, 
had descended from 3,800 
feet (1158 meters) feet and 
collided with a smaller de 
Havilland DHC-2 Beaver, 
carrying four passengers 
from the same cruise ship, 
the Royal Princess, and the 
pilot. The federal investiga¬ 
tion into the cause of the 
crash could take months, 
but a preliminary report is 
expected to be released 
within two weeks, said Pe¬ 
ter Knudson, a spokesman 
for the NTSB. 

Coast Guard Lt. Brian 
Dykens said Tuesday eve¬ 
ning that his agency and 
the Ketchikan Volunteer 
Rescue Squad found the 
two bodies of those who 
were missing near the 
crash site of the smaller 
plane involved in the col¬ 
lision, a single-engine de 


Havilland DHC-2 Beaver. 
The planes came down 
about a mile and a half 
(2.4 kilometers) apart, with 
some of the debris falling 
on land near George Inlet, 
about 8 miles (13 kilome¬ 
ters) from the cruise ship 
port of Ketchikan. 

The Beaver, the smaller 
plane, appears to have 
broken apart in midair, ac¬ 
cording to Jerry Kiffer, duty 
incident commander of 
the Ketchikan Volunteer 
Rescue Squad. He said the 
plane’s tail and section of 
the fuselage were 900 feet 
(275 meters) from the air¬ 
craft's floats, which landed 
near shore. 

The smaller plane was par¬ 
tially submerged in the 
shore of George Inlet after 
the single-engine plane 
overturned and hit some 
trees before crashing, ac¬ 
cording to Coast Guard 
Lt. Brian Dykens. The larger 
Otter landed in water and 
sank, he said. One pas¬ 
senger on the larger plane 


Associated Press 

died, as did two passen¬ 
gers and the pilot on the 
smaller plane. Princess 
Cruises said in a statement. 
Alaska State Troopers in a 
statement late Tuesday 
identified the passengers 
who died as 46-year-old 
Louis Botha of San Diego, 
56-year-old Simon Brodie 
from Temple, New South 
Wales, Australia, 62-year- 
old Cassandra Webb 
from St. Louis, 39-year-old 
Ryan Wilk from Utah and 
37-year-old Elsa Wilk of 
Richmond, British Colum¬ 
bia, Canada. Also killed 
was the pilot of one of the 
planes, 46-year-old Randy 
Sullivan of Ketchikan. The 
larger plane was operated 
by Taquan Air of Ketchikan 
and passengers booked 
the flights through the 
cruise ship as an excursion. 
The other plane was oper¬ 
ated by Mountain Air Ser¬ 
vice of Ketchikan, and the 
four booked the flight inde¬ 
pendent of the cruise ship, 
Princess Cruises said. □ 
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Germany’s Merkel welcomes European unity over Iran 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrives for the weekly cabinet meeting at the chancellery in 
Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, May 15, 2019. 


Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
says that Europe needs 
to “reposition” itself in a 
changing world and is wel¬ 
coming European powers’ 
unity over Iran, a contrast 
with their deep divisions 
over the Iraq war 16 years 
ago. 

Merkel said in an interview 
with Germany's daily Sued- 
deutsche Zeitung released 
Wednesday that Europe 
needs “forward-looking” 
arguments and stressed 
that “simply pointing to 
seven decades of peace is 
no longer enough to justify 
Europe." 

Before European Parlia¬ 
ment elections May 23-26, 
she said there is “no doubt 
that Europe needs to re¬ 
position itself in a changed 
world,” in which some post- 
World War II certainties no 
longer hold. 

Merkel acknowledged that 
Europe appears weak in 
the standoff over Iran be¬ 
cause, with the dollar's role 
as a leading global curren¬ 
cy, it struggles to counter 
U.S. sanctions as it tries to 


salvage the nuclear deal 
with Tehran. But she said 
that Europe has also made 
progress. 

“Germany, France and 
Britain are taking a differ¬ 
ent approach from the 
U.S. on the question of the 
Iran agreement,” she was 
quoted as saying. “For all 
our other differences, we 
even have common inter¬ 


ests here with Russia and 
China.” 

“That Europe is no longer 
divided on this important 
question as it was in the 
Iraq war is a value in itself," 
Merkel added. Germany 
and France opposed the 
U.S.-led war in Iraq in 2003, 
while countries including 
Britain and Poland support¬ 
ed Washington. 


Associated Press 

Flowever, she added that 
Europe has a “realistic” as¬ 
sessment of its capabilities 
and “must strengthen them 
for the future." 

She said it is making good 
progress on defense coop¬ 
eration. 

Asked what effect global 
challenges from China, 
Russia and the U.S. are hav¬ 
ing on Europe, she said 


that they are making the 
EU find common positions, 
which is often difficult “but 
we succeed” — for in¬ 
stance in policy on Ukraine 
and Africa. She conceded 
that “our political strength 
doesn't yet match our eco¬ 
nomic capabilities." 

Next week's EU elections 
are expected to boost 
populist parties at the ex¬ 
pense of the political cen¬ 
ter. 

Asked how much populism 
the 28-nation EU can take 
before it collapses, Merkel 
said that “this is indeed a 
time when we have to fight 
for our principles and fun¬ 
damental values.” 
European leaders will de¬ 
cide “how far to let popu¬ 
lism go, or whether we ulti¬ 
mately have the will to take 
on joint responsibility.” 

“So far, we have always 
managed to do so,” she 
added. So as not to en¬ 
danger Europe, she said, 
“everyone needs to put 
themselves in others’ shoes, 
to be willing to compro¬ 
mise, remain honest and 
always treat each other 
carefully.’O 


Poland demands reaction over assault of ambassador to Israel 



In this Thursday, Feb. 22, 2018 file photo. Deputy Secretary of State for the Polish Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Marek Magierowski poses for photographs ahead of the ministerial meeting of the Visegrad 
Group (V4) countries in Budapest, Hungary. 


By VANESSA GERA 
ARON HELLER 
Associated Press 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 

Poland’s prime minister on 
Wednesday condemned 
what he described as a 
“xenophobic act of ag¬ 
gression" on the country’s 
ambassador to Israel, who 
was spat at and verbally 
abused on a Tel Aviv street 
at a time of rising tensions 
between the two nations. 
Israeli officials expressed 
shock at the assault on 
Marek Magierowski on 
Tuesday afternoon and 
were investigating the in¬ 
cident. Israeli police said 
they had detained and re¬ 
leased a 65-year-old man 
suspected of approach¬ 
ing the ambassador, who 
was sitting in his car in front 
of the Polish Embassy, and 
spitting at him. 

Police spokesman Micky 
Rosenfeld said the suspect 
remained under house ar¬ 
rest until Thursday and is 
“not permitted to be in the 


area of the Polish Embassy 
for 30 days.” 

The incident comes amid a 
bitter standoff between Po¬ 
land and Israel over how to 
remember the Holocaust 


and over demands that 
Poland pay reparations for 
former Jewish properties 
that were seized by Nazi 
Germany during World War 
II and later nationalized 


Associated Press 

by Poland’s communist re¬ 
gime. 

Israeli Ambassador Anna 
Azari was summoned to 
the Polish Foreign Ministry 
in Warsaw on Wednesday 


over the incident. Michal 
Dworczyk, the head of Pol¬ 
ish Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki's office, said 
the Polish government ex¬ 
pects the perpetrator to be 
punished. 

Morawiecki expressed his 
concern at what he de¬ 
scribed as a “racist” attack. 
“Poland strongly condemns 
this xenophobic act of ag¬ 
gression. Violence against 
diplomats or any other citi¬ 
zens should never be toler¬ 
ated,” Morawiecki said. 

The New York-based Ameri¬ 
can Jewish Committee said 
it was “stunned" by the at¬ 
tack. 

“Violence against a dip¬ 
lomat is totally unaccept¬ 
able,” CEO David Harris 
said, calling the attack 
“outrageous.” 

Harris stressed the role of 
dialogue as a way of ad¬ 
dressing any disagree¬ 
ments and reinforcing the 
“longstanding, strong, and 
mutually beneficial Israel- 
Poland relationship."□ 














WORLD NEWS If * 9 


THURSDAY 16 MAY 2019 



lPIIIIIII^I 


Jee/j Torn Safaf^. 

Drive yaur own Jeep wrangler or na snnnage. or (no a passenger] through lias Counity side, 
explore Aruba's socrel benches that you would never on your own. well present Aruba's 
total lojtsjno history by keep with the istend’s host guides pointing out the way and stopping at the 
most iconic sites ib« island has to offer, such as Indian Caves National Para, oaby Beach & 
more ...op I io no I loin us for a nice Baffin p & Snorleling cruise after ye nr Jeep four 
Visit us at Casa del Mar, Piaya Linda, Holiday Inn Conderga/lcbby desk/ beach huts, RIU Hul between Antilla & 
Palace Motel on (be beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Piaya Linda Resort. 
For reservations call 5B7-2302 (Mon-Sun} Or book online at: www.pelican-aruba.com 


l j 


Migration and Trump on the menu as EU candidates face off 



From left, Czech Republic’s Jan Zahradil, Spain’s Nico Cue, Germany's Ska Keller, Denmark’s 
Margrethe Vestager, Netherland’s Frans Timmermans and Germany's Manfred Weber pose on 
stage prior to a debate of the candidates to the presidency of the Commission at the European 
Parliament in Brussels, Wednesday, May 15, 2019. 


By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — The lead¬ 
ing candidates in the Euro¬ 
pean Union elections grap¬ 
pled with the thorny issue of 
migration, rising nationalism 
and even testy ties with U.S. 
President Donald Trump in 
a largely drama-free de¬ 
bate Wednesday barely 
a week before May 23-26 
polls. 

Quizzed by three Europe¬ 
an journalists over 90 min¬ 
utes, the six candidates 
for Jean-Claude Juncker’s 
post as president of the 
EU’s powerful executive 
arm also tackled youth un¬ 
employment, taxes and cli¬ 
mate change in a debate 
among six mainstream 
party candidates that was 
conducted almost exclu¬ 
sively in English despite their 
different nationalities. 

Some 400 million people 
are eligible next week to 
choose members of the Eu¬ 
ropean Parliament, which 
is the EU’s only democrati¬ 
cally elected institution. 
Turnout is usually low, and 
those who do cast ballots 
routinely vote in protest 


against the policies of na¬ 
tional governments. 

Surveys suggest that na¬ 
tionalist and far-right par¬ 
ties will gain ground but 
that mainstream groups will 
hold control over the as¬ 
sembly despite losing seats. 
One of the biggest threats 


to EU unity has been the 
inability to manage the ar¬ 
rival of well over 1 million 
migrants in 2015. Italy and 
Greece felt abandoned to 
deal with people seeking 
refuge or jobs, while other 
countries only watched. 
“Every time a person dies 


Associated Press 

in the Mediterranean, Eu¬ 
rope loses a bit of its soul. So 
we're losing who we are, 
we're losing our values by 
not solving this problem,” 
said Frans Timmermans, a 
Dutch candidate from the 
Socialist Party of Europe 
and Juncker’s right hand 


man at the European Com¬ 
mission. The political crisis 
has been a vote winner for 
anti-migrant and far-right 
parties, notably in Austria, 
Britain, France and Italy. 
“Nationalism, and egoism, 
is back on this continent,” 
said Manfred Weber, a 
German from the center- 
right European People’s 
Party, the biggest bloc in 
the assembly, and a favor¬ 
ite to win Juncker's job. 

He said a system should be 
set up “to defend our val¬ 
ues” by penalizing breach¬ 
es of the rule of law and 
other democratic norms 
by some member govern¬ 
ments. “We can also use 
the funds, the money of 
Europe, to sanction those 
who are not ready to re¬ 
spect our fundamental 
principles,” he added. 

One of the EU’s biggest 
challenges has been es¬ 
tablishing its place on the 
global political stage. The 
28-nation bloc is the world's 
biggest donor of aid, pro¬ 
viding extensive humani¬ 
tarian assistance notably 
to the Palestinian territories 
and across Africa .□ 


Thousands protest against cathedral in Russian city 


By NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW (AP) — Several thousand 
people rallied on Wednesday in Russia's 
fourth-largest city as the showdown be¬ 
tween authorities and activists protesting 
the plans to a build a new cathedral in a 
local park entered its third day. Thousands 
gathered in a riverside park in Yekaterin¬ 
burg Wednesday evening. Some of them 
were on bicycles, more camped out on 
the grass while others were walking their 
dogs. As night fell, protesters turned on the 
light on their mobile phones and flashlights, 
chanting “We stand for the park!” Secu¬ 
rity measures for what has largely been 
a peaceful protest were heighted on the 
eve of the rally, with hundreds of riot police 
deployed to the park. Earlier, construc¬ 
tion workers started building a new, sturdy 


fence to replace the chain-link fence that 
the protesters brought down a day earlier. 
Opponents of the cathedral, which is pro¬ 
moted by authorities and funded by the 
owners of two major local industrial giants, 
say the construction project smack in the 
city center would take away green and 
recreational space needed by residents 
of a city with 1.5 million people. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told re¬ 
porters earlier Wednesday that the Krem¬ 
lin has full trust in the local government 
to handle the protests but also decried 
the rallies which he described as unsanc¬ 
tioned demonstrations which violate Rus¬ 
sian law. Hundreds of protesters stayed in 
the park well after midnight facing several 
rows of riot police who were encircling the 
fence around the proposed construction 
site.Q 



Demonstrators wave their cell phones, with the words on one of 
them reading “Park has to be! “ as they gather in front of a new 
builded fence blocked by police protesting plans to construct a 
cathedral in a park in Yekaterinburg, Russia, Wednesday, May 
15, 2019. 
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UN envoy urges new pullouts from Yemen ports and peace steps 



This Sept. 29, 2018 file photo shows idle cargo and oil tanker ships at the port of Hodeida, Yemen. 

Associated Press 


By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

The U.N. envoy for Yemen 
urged the warring parties 
Wednesday to maintain 
the momentum of the ini¬ 
tial pullout of Houthi rebel 
forces from three ports by 
moving quickly to larger 
joint withdrawals — and to 
work urgently on a political 
solution to the devastating 
conflict. 

Martin Griffiths told the Se¬ 
curity Council there are 
“signs of hope” but also 
“alarming signs in recent 
days" that progress can 
be threatened, noting that 
war often trumps peace. 
He pointed to an escala¬ 
tion of violence in Yemen’s 
southern Dhale province, 
which had been under the 
control of forces loyal to 
the internationally recog¬ 
nized government. He also 
expressed serious concern 
at news of a drone attack 
Tuesday on oil facilities in 
neighboring Saudi Arabia, 
saying “we cannot ignore 
how these developments 
affect the political pro¬ 
cess.” 

The conflict in Yemen be¬ 
gan with the 2014 takeover 
of the capital, Sanaa, by 
the Iran-backed Houthis. 
A Saudi-led coalition allied 
with the internationally rec¬ 
ognized government has 


been fighting the Houthis 
since 2015. 

The fighting in the Arab 
world’s poorest country has 
killed thousands of civilians, 
left millions suffering from 
food and medical care 
shortages and pushed the 
country to the brink of fam¬ 
ine. 

“Yemen remains at the 
crossroads between war 
and peace,” Griffiths said, 
despite the significance of 
the U.N.-monitored Houthi 
withdrawals from the key 
port of Hodeida and the 
smaller ports of Salif and 
Ras Issa between May 11- 


14. The port at Hodeida 
handles about 70 percent 
of Yemen’s commercial 
and humanitarian imports. 
He said the withdrawals 
must be followed by “con¬ 
crete actions" by the gov¬ 
ernment and the Houthis 
to deliver on their commit¬ 
ments to further redeploy¬ 
ments under the agree¬ 
ment signed in Sweden in 
December. 

A U.N. official has said the 
first phase of redeployment 
involves a pullback of sev¬ 
eral kilometers (miles) by 
the Houthis and coalition 
forces, and the second 


phase involves a withdraw¬ 
al of 18 to 30 kilometers (11 
to 18 1/2 miles), depending 
on the location and fight¬ 
ers. 

Both sides have agreed 
on the operational plan 
for phase one and Griffiths 
urged them to agree on 
the plan for phase two. 

He urged the Security 
Council to welcome the 
redeployments, urge the 
parties to work quickly to 
implement the remaining 
withdrawals, and work ur¬ 
gently with the U.N. on a 
political solution. 

“These beginnings, these 


early shoots, must be pro¬ 
tected from the threat of 
war,” Griffiths said. “We 
must not allow war to take 
peace off the table.” 

U.N. humanitarian chief 
Mark Lowcock told the 
council that 10 million Ye¬ 
menis are relying on food 
assistance to survive and 
“the specter of famine still 
looms.” 

A resurgent cholera out¬ 
break has affected 300,000 
people so far this year — 
compared to 370,000 dur¬ 
ing all of 2018, he said. 
Henrietta Fore, head of 
the U.N. children’s agency 
UNICEF, told the council 
that since the fighting be¬ 
gan in Yemen four years 
ago, 7,300 children have 
been killed or injured, and 
the numbers are no doubt 
higher because these are 
verified numbers. 

She said 360,000 children 
are suffering from severe 
acute malnutrition and half 
the children under the age 
of five — 2.5 million — are 
stunted, “and stunting is ir¬ 
reversible." 

“Yemen is spiraling perilous¬ 
ly close to the brink,” Fore 
said. 

She urged the parties to 
agree to “days of tranquil¬ 
ity” to vaccinate children 
— and to enable 15 million 
Yemeni children to live in 
peace. □ 


Palestinians mark anniversary of mass displacement 



A man holding anti-Eurovision banner confronts an Israeli 
border policeman as Palestinian marked the 71st anniversary 
of their mass displacement during the 1948 war around Israel's 
creation. 
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By FARES AKRAM 
Associated Press 
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 

— Palestinians on Wednes¬ 
day marked the 71st an¬ 
niversary of their mass dis¬ 
placement during the 1948 
war around Israel's cre¬ 
ation with protests across 
the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 

Thousands of people 
streamed to the Gaza-ls- 
rael frontier as the militant 
Hamas group, which con¬ 
trols Gaza, announced 
a general strike, closing 
schools and public institu¬ 
tions to allow for a large 
turnout. 

For a year, Hamas has 
staged protests every Fri¬ 
day along the perimeter 
fence dividing Israel and 
Gaza, demanding an end 
to an Israeli-Egyptian block¬ 


ade. 

More than 60 Palestinians 
were killed at last year’s 
demonstration, which co¬ 
incided with the opening 
of the new U.S. Embassy in 


contested Jerusalem. 

This year's demonstra¬ 
tion, however, comes two 
weeks after a cease-fire 
was reached to end a 
fierce two-day round of 


fighting. A Qatari envoy, 
who has been helping 
mediate the cease-fire, 
has urged Hamas to keep 
Wednesday's demonstra¬ 
tion restrained. 

However, Gaza’s health 
authorities said 60 protest¬ 
ers were wounded, 16 by 
Israeli live fire and 14 with 
rubber-coated steel pel¬ 
lets, including three med¬ 
ics, as the demonstrations 
ended. 

In east Gaza City, huge 
plumes of smoke billowed 
behind the fence as Israeli 
farmland caught fire by ar¬ 
son devices launched by 
the protesters. 

The Israeli military said pro¬ 
testers hurled stones and 
explosives toward troops 
and approached the 
fence. “These are terrorist- 
backed violent riots and 


they endanger the lives of 
innocent civilians,” the Is¬ 
raeli military said. 

The demonstrations were 
marking what is known as 
the “nakba,” or “catastro¬ 
phe,” in which hundreds 
of thousands of Palestin¬ 
ians fled or were forced 
from their homes during the 
war surrounding Israel's es¬ 
tablishment. Today, there 
are an estimated 5 million 
Palestinian refugees across 
the Middle East. 

Hamas said that easing 
Gaza’s economic hardship 
was not a substitute for the 
Palestinian demand for a 
right of return. “No one will 
make us forget our cause 
and we don't accept that 
our cause is turned into 
food and drink,” said Khalil 
al-Hayya, a senior Hamas 
official. □ 
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China voices strength, pushes nationalism around trade war 



A social media post exhorting Chinese consumers to buy more tilapia to offset the effects of 
China’s ongoing economic dispute with the United States is seen on a computer screen in Beijing, 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019. 


By YANAN WANG 
SAM McNEIL 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — What do 
tilapia, Jane Austen and 
Chinese revolutionary post¬ 
er art have in common? 

All have been used to ral¬ 
ly public support around 
China’s position in its trade 
dispute with the U.S., as 
the ruling Communist Party 
takes a more aggressive 
approach — projecting 
stability and stirring up na¬ 
tionalistic sentiment in the 
process. 

“If you want to negotiate, 
the door is open,” anchor 
Kang Hui said Monday on 
state broadcaster CCTV. 
“If you want a trade war," 
however, he added, “we’ll 
fight you until the end.” 
“After 5,000 years of wind 
and rain, what hasn’t the 
Chinese nation weath¬ 
ered?” Kang said. 

The toughly-worded mono¬ 
logue on the banner eve¬ 
ning news program fol¬ 
lowed days of muted offi¬ 
cial responses to President 


Donald Trump's decision 
to hike tariffs on $200 billion 
worth of Chinese imports. 
Trump startled financial 
markets with his May 5 an¬ 
nouncement that U.S. tariffs 
would rise to 25% from 10% 


as of Friday. 

After negotiations in Wash¬ 
ington ended last week 
with no agreement, China 
retaliated Monday with 
higher tariffs on $60 billion 
worth of American goods, 


Associated Press 

raising duties of 5% to 25%. 
Then came the govern¬ 
ment’s public relations on¬ 
slaught. 

“Overnight, we saw official 
media — in the People's 
Daily, China Daily, CCTV 


— all run spots about the 
United States as being a 
problematic negotiating 
partner,” said Jake Parker, 
vice president of China op¬ 
erations for the U.S.-China 
Business Council. 

President Xi Jinping, the 
ruling party’s most pow¬ 
erful leader in decades, 
has made China’s foreign 
policy more assertive while 
nurturing the growth of a 
red-blooded but tightly 
controlled nationalism. 

The approach reflects a 
new willingness to allow 
a shift in domestic public 
opinion where the trade 
war is concerned, Parker 
said. Weibo, a Twitter-like 
social media platform 
which generally censors 
political discourse, has fea¬ 
tured an unusual amount 
of tariff-related content 
since Monday. The site’s 
ranking of “trending top¬ 
ics," usually dominated by 
celebrity news, highlighted 
Kang's monologue and the 
subject “American stock 
market plunges.”□ 


North Korea says it is suffering worst drought in decades 


Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

North Korea said Wednes¬ 
day it is suffering its worst 
drought in nearly four de¬ 
cades amid reports of se¬ 
vere food shortages. 

The official Korean Central 
News Agency said an aver¬ 
age of 54.4 millimeters (2.1 
inches) of rain fell through¬ 
out the country in the first 
five months of this year. It 
said that is the lowest level 
since 1982, when North Ko¬ 
rea received 51.2 millime¬ 
ters (2 inches) of rain on 


average during the same 
period. 

The report came after U.N. 
food agencies said in a 
joint assessment earlier this 
month that about 10 mil¬ 
lion people in North Korea 
were facing “severe food 
shortages" after the coun¬ 
try had one of the worst 
harvests in a decade. 

In February, North Korea's 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, Kim Song, issued 
an unusual appeal for ur¬ 
gent food assistance. 

North Korean officials have 


blamed the food shortage 
on bad weather and inter¬ 
national economic sanc¬ 
tions that were toughened 
after the country conduct¬ 
ed a series of high-profile 
nuclear and missile tests in 
recent years. 

In a high-stakes summit in 
Vietnam in February, U.S. 
President Donald Trump re¬ 
jected North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un's call for an 
easing of the sanctions in 
return for dismantling his 
main nuclear complex, a 
partial disarmament step.Q 



In this May 6, 2019, photo. North Korea's Kaepoong town is seen 
behind a North Korean military guard post, bottom, from the 
unification observatory in Paju, South Korea. 

Associated Press 
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Colombia peace tribunal: Ex-rebel shouldn’t be extradited 



In this Dec. 6, 2016 file photo. Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, FARC, rebel commander 
and peace negotiator Seuxis Hernandez, alias Jesus Santrich, flashes a victory hand signal at the 
end of a press conference in Bogota, Colombia. 


By CHRISTINE ARMARIO 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 

The special tribunal inves¬ 
tigating war crimes during 
Colombia's decades-long 
civil conflict ruled Wednes¬ 
day that a top rebel peace 
negotiator should not be 
extradited to the United 
States on a drug warrant. 
The nation’s chief prosecu¬ 
tor, Nestor Martinez, imme¬ 
diately resigned in protest, 
calling the Special Peace 
Tribunal’s ruling a slap in 
the face for Colombia’s 
democracy and the many 
victims of the armed con¬ 
flict. 

“The evidence is conclu¬ 
sive, indisputable," he said 
in a terse statement. “This 
destroys international judi¬ 
cial cooperation.” 

Seuxis Hernandez, best 
known by his alias Jesus 
Santrich, is a blind rebel 
ideologue who was jailed 
in April 2018 on accusa¬ 
tions that he conspired with 
three others to move sev¬ 
eral tons of cocaine valued 
at $15 million into the U.S. 
He has been behind bars 
in Colombia as the tribunal 
weighed the question of his 
extradition. 

At issue is whether the al¬ 
leged crimes took place 
before or after the sign¬ 
ing of the December 2016 


peace accord between 
the government and the 
country's biggest rebel 
group, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colom¬ 
bia, known as FARC. Rebels 
who lay down their weap¬ 
ons and confess to crimes 
are spared jail time and 
extradition but aren’t pro¬ 
tected for crimes commit¬ 
ted after the signing. 

An Interpol notice for Sant- 
rich’s arrest claims he met 
with cocaine buyers at his 
residence on Nov. 2, 2017. 


During that meeting and 
subsequent negotiations, 
he and his co-conspirators 
allegedly discussed plans 
for a 10-ton shipment to 
the U.S., boasting they had 
access to cocaine labora¬ 
tories and U.S.-registered 
planes to move the cargo, 
the notice says. 

Santrich has repeatedly 
professed his innocence, 
saying he was the victim 
of a scheme to put him 
behind bars for a crime he 
didn't commit. 


In an interview from the La 
Picota jail with local radio 
station Caracol, he said the 
tribunal’s ruling marked the 
final blow to a “dirty setup” 
orchestrated by the U.S. 
Department of State and 
Colombia's chief prosecu- 
tor.Supporters of the ac¬ 
cord praised the decision 
as an important show of the 
tribunal’s independence. 
But the ruling will be anoth¬ 
er test for Colombia’s frag¬ 
ile peace process. Skeptics 
contend the accord of¬ 


fers terms that are far too 
generous to ex-rebels after 
a half-century of conflict 
between leftist guerrillas, 
the state and paramilitary 
groups that left at least 
250,000 dead, 60,000 miss¬ 
ing and millions displaced. 
Critics like former President 
Alvaro Uribe quickly blast¬ 
ed the decision as another 
indication that the tribunal 
is too closely aligned with 
former rebels. 

“At the pace we’re going, 
Colombia will end up ask¬ 
ing for forgiveness for FARC 
narco-terrorists for not hav¬ 
ing surrendered power 
to them sooner," Uribe 
quipped on Twitter. 

In explaining the decision, 
the tribunal's magistrates 
said that the U.S. State De¬ 
partment did not provide 
the evidence requested 
and that intercepted au¬ 
dios held up as proof did 
not clearly indicate Sant¬ 
rich was culpable. 

“It's not possible to evalu¬ 
ate the conduct attributed 
to Hernandez, nor to de¬ 
termine the precise date 
committed,” the judges 
said. 

The tribunal ruled that try¬ 
ing Santrich in Colombia 
instead of the U.S. is the 
best way to “consolidate 
a peace that is stable and 
durable."□ 


Crowds protest cuts in federal funding for Brazil schools 



Students take part in a nation-wide education strike, in Brasilia, 
Brazil, Wednesday, May 15, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DIANE JEANTET 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Tens of thousands joined in 
demonstrations across Bra¬ 
zil on Wednesday to protest 
big cuts in federal funding 
for public education, the 
first nationwide rallies orga¬ 
nized against far-right Presi¬ 
dent Jair Bolsonaro since 
he took office Jan. 1. 
Avenues and public 
squares in Sao Paulo, Brasil¬ 
ia, Rio de Janeiro, Salvador 
and Recife were jammed 
as students and teachers 
marched against the de¬ 
cision to pare $1.85 billion 
from funds for the public 
education network, from 
elementary schools to uni¬ 
versities. Speaking during 
a visit to Dallas, Texas, Bol¬ 
sonaro dismissed the pro¬ 
tests, calling student dem¬ 


onstrators “useful idiots” 
who have “nothing in their 
heads” and are being ma¬ 
nipulated by “a sly minor¬ 
ity" in federal universities. 
Education experts, profes¬ 
sors and students say they 
are particularly worried 


about the government 
freezing 30% of the discre¬ 
tionary budgets at all fed¬ 
eral universities, money that 
goes to pay such things as 
utility bills, security, cleaning 
and maintenance work. 
Nilton Brandao, president 


of one of Brazil's largest 
teacher unions in higher 
education, said the second 
semester at universities, 
which in Brazil run August- 
September, will be com¬ 
promised due to the lack 
of financing. Brandao said 
that if the decision is not re¬ 
versed, universities may not 
be able to open. 

Brandao said the new gov¬ 
ernment should be follow¬ 
ing the previous adminis¬ 
tration’s 10-year education 
roadmap that was imple¬ 
mented in 2014. 

“We (in Brazil) approved a 
national education plan, 
with clear objectives to 
meet. It’s a project that 
has been approved and 
that is still in vigor,” he told 
The Associated Press. “The 
government is ignoring this 
plan. They don't want to 


discuss education." Since 
the early stages of his presi¬ 
dential campaign, Bolson¬ 
aro has repeatedly vowed 
to improve Brazil’s under- 
performing education sys¬ 
tem, mostly by ousting what 
he considers a deeply en¬ 
grained “Marxist ideology” 
and by increasing security 
in violent schools. After as¬ 
suming the presidency. 
Once in the presidential 
office, Bolsonaro spoke of 
plans to revise school text¬ 
books to excise references 
to feminism, homosexuality 
and violence against wom¬ 
en. On Wednesday, Bol¬ 
sonaro said he wished he 
didn’t have to implement 
the cuts but that he was le¬ 
gally obligated to do so as 
they are part of a wider ef¬ 
fort to slash all government 
spending .□ 
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Sales Team & Catering Sales Team Award: 

Renaissance Aruba wins two Global Elite Awards 



ORANJESTAD — The Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino keeps elevating in suc¬ 
cess. In March the Sales Team as well as the Catering Sales Team of Renaissance 
Convention Center won the regional awards for the entire continent of the Americas 
based on their 2018 performance. This week Marriott International accounced that 
both teams of the Renaissance Aruba became GLOBAL winners, a major achieve¬ 
ment! 

Global Elite Awards is celebrated among all who won the regional awards for their 
region and continents (The America’s, Asia Pacific, Europe, and Middle East & Af¬ 
rica). All the 2018 ELITE Award winners are true stars that rose to the top, not by 
chance but through purpose and passion. Over the past month, the Renaissance 
Aruba has been celebrating this regional and continent recognition and now it’s 
time to announce that the Renaissance Aruba also won the 2018 GLOBAL ELITE 
AWARDS for Sales Team and for Catering Sales Team of the year. A huge recogni¬ 
tion, knowing that there are over 8,000 properties worldwide. These two Global Elite 
Awards are the results for always maintaining an ongoing commitment to Excel¬ 
lence, Leadership, Inspiration, Teamwork and Execution. 




2018 was another strong year for the destination. RevPAR 
for the hotels increased with over 10%. The sales team at 
the Renaissance was able to outperform the destination 
when it comes to growth percentages year over year 
due to teamwork, renewed strategies, hard work and 
dedication. 

The Event Satisfaction Survey (ESS) process measures 
event planner's satisfaction within each premium and 
luxury hotel. ESS examines how event planners evalu¬ 
ate important aspects of their events and provides criti¬ 
cal information to improve planner loyalty, attract new 
customers, and enhance the brand image. In 2017 the 
Renaissance Catering Team was ranked 62 with a score 
of 81.5 for ESS and in 2018 the team was able to increase 
their ESS score to 96.6 and ended up as the number 3 in 
the Americas and therefore got recognized for this out¬ 
standing accomplishment 

About Renaissance Aruba 

At the Renaissance Aruba, there’s no limit to the happi¬ 
ness you'll discover. Located in the heart of Oranjestad, 
you'll find yourself amongst all the excitement, from many 
entertainment options to an endless array of exquisite 
amenities. Our expert staff is eager to inspire, so sit back, 
relax and revel in the authentic Aruban culture. Just make 
sure your phone is fully charged because you're going to 
want to share everything you see. 

With two distinct resort experiences, guests can choose 
how to live their best vacation. Let loose and try your luck 
with a thrilling game of poker at either of our two Wind 
Creek casinos, or indulge in the vibrant BLUE bar at the 
adult-exclusive Renaissance Marina Hotel. If you’d rather 
spend some time unwinding, treat yourself to a series of 
luxurious spa specials and a sophisticated one-bedroom 
suite at the secluded Renaissance Ocean Suites. 

Both offer exclusive access to Renaissance Island, a true 
tropical oasis. Whether you're pampering yourself at Spa 
Cove, watching flamingos roam, or simply basking in the 
warm Aruban sun, Renaissance Island is sure to inspire a 
story worth sharing. Also here to give beachgoers a break 
from the sand and surf are our luxury private cabanas, 
along with the Papagayo Bar & Grill and the Mangrove 
Beach Bar. Besides being the perfect spot for beach-go¬ 
ers, Renaissance Island offers a breathtaking venue for a 
wedding celebration or a romantic honeymoon escape. 
Reserve the coveted shores of Coral Beach and experi¬ 
ence the start of true marital bliss as you say your ‘I dos' 
surrounded by something blue. 

Connect with us on Instagram/RenAruba or visit 
RenAruba.com for more info. □ 


















THURSDAY 16 MAY 


fl14 l LOCAL 





ve Islander 


CREATIVITY AND CULTURE AT THE HEART OF THE ARUBAN 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

BY THAIS FRANKEN 




Aissette Rivera: Paving her own way as a Female Professional in 
the Aruban Creative Industry 


Maastricht - The Creative Islander’s “Artist Edition Series” continues 
its road of featuring a range of diverse Aruban creative students and 
professionals locally and around the world. Today we are putting the 
spotlight on other dynamic industries within the Cultural & Creative 
Industries (CCIs), namely the Broadcasting Industry and Marketing 
Industry. Generally, the broadcasting industry contains of radio and 
television stations and networks that create content through a vari¬ 
ety of programs, such as; local news, talk shows, music programs, 
movies, other entertainment forms, and commercial advertisements. 
Whereas the marketing industry in its practical form usually tends to 
be associated with business processes which include more creative 
elements focused on advertising, distribution and selling of goods and 
services. Now, I am sure you are wondering who the Creative Islander 
is featuring today. Well, meet Aissette Rivera, a dynamic young fe¬ 
male professional paving her way into the Aruban CCI. Read up all 
about Aissette’s story and find out how you can also be successful in 
this industry. 

Aisette Rivera was born in Miami Florida and moved to Aruba at 8 
years of age. Aissette is not an unfamiliar face within the Aruban 
broadcasting community. You might have seen her on your TV screen 
or maybe even heard her on the radio. Aissette’s journey within the 
Aruban broadcasting industry includes her presence on radio stations 
such as Canal 90 FM and currently, she is one of the female anchors 
of the Breakfast Club Program on Heart Radio FM. Her trajectory also 
includes appearances on TV programs such as Brindis and not so long 
ago, the first ever English telecast of Aruba's 65th carnival parade. 
Next to working in the Aruban broadcasting industry, Aissette is also 
a marketing consultant and serves as a master of ceremonies (MC) 
for numerous events on the island. When she is not working hard, Ais¬ 
sette enjoys relaxing, singing and planning her next Disney vacation. 
Remarkably enough, besides being a professional woman, Aissette is 
also a loving mother to her daughter, Amalia. 

Upbringing and Education 

Transitioning her life from the US to Aruba, even though at a young 
age, went relatively smooth. Aissette credits that to growing up in 
a tight knit family structure, where family support traveled beyond 
boarders. On a more personal level, as a young child Aissette grew 
up through her dedication for dance. Dancing had a pivotal role in 
her personal development as a child. “Dance influenced me in so 
many ways in my life. It taught me about commitment, honoring your 
word, responsibility, preparation and teamwork. It taught me that 
can’t expect me to be good at everything. I had to practice to be¬ 
come good”. In a beautiful way clearly dance allowed Aissette to 
develop a work ethic that she would carry through her life. 

Adapting to her new life in Aruba as a child also meant picking up 
Dutch at school. However, Aissette was very resilient and had no trou¬ 
bles with her school work and achieving beautiful grades. In 2004, 
Aisette graduated from the VWO at Colegio Arubano and continued 
her studies in the United States. Aissette moved to Orlando, Florida 
where she became a full-time student at the University of Central 
Florida (UCF) with the assistance of the Aruba Scholarship Program. 
Upon arrival in Florida, Aissette was determined to major in finance, 



unclear of what that would consist 
of and in what industry she would 
build her career in. It took Aissette 
getting an F for her first course, to 
realize that finance was not go¬ 
ing to be her future. That is where 
Aissette decided together with 
some council from her advisors to 
change her major to marketing. 

Marketing in Aissette's eyes means 
having impact, being creative 
and doing fun things. “I always 
knew that I was a creative person 
and that I was mostly into arts as 
a young child. Since I was three 
I started with ballet, so I was ex¬ 
posed to art at a really young age 
and I always liked it”. Hence sight, 
Aissette now realizes that she could 
have broaden her horizons a bit 
more by adding majors such as: 
PR or broadcasting, but felt boxed 
in her thoughts on becoming this 
“finance professional”. Flairs of 
feeling self-conscious, according 
to Aissette definitely impacted her 
mindset of not considering these 
options. An experience most of us 
can relate to. 

Balancing Profession and Mother¬ 
hood 

Aissette in her journey of build¬ 
ing up her career in the broad¬ 
casting and marketing industries 
realized how beautifully her per¬ 
sonality and qualities match with 
her work field. In her eyes, what it 
takes to make it in these industries 
is authenticity, “those spontane¬ 
ous moments when you get to be 



yourself”. One evident factor in 
this story is that as a professional 
woman in a relatively male domi¬ 
nated field, Aissette is aware of the 
face value that she does not have 
the lengthy experience as most 
broadcasting personalities on the 
island, but does not let it stop her 
from following her heart. As in most 
industries, women frequently face 
the need of proving themselves 
or even working harder than oth¬ 
ers in the business to get that fair 
chance. Now as a dedicated 
mother, Aissette expressed that 
having her family support system 
allows her to grow in her profes¬ 
sion, and she is grateful for that. 
As a single mother, she confirmed 
that raising a child nowadays re¬ 
quires not only time but attention. 
Working in the Aruban creative in¬ 
dustry and having the busy sched¬ 
ule that she has, often requires her 
to work in the weekend or even 
on week nights. Like the African 
proverbs states; “it takes a village 
to raise a child". 

The Aruban Cultural and Creative 
Industries 

It is not a foreign concept that the 
CCI is a very diversified economy. 


Continued on Page 15 
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Aissette Rivera: 


Continued from Page 14 

Aisette also shared some 
thoughts with the Creative 
Islander on the Aruban CCI. 
In her eyes, all niche mar¬ 
kets are present on Aruba, 
it is just that the community 
is not aware of them. Many 
of these industries are “be¬ 
hind the scene” type of 
industries and not to men¬ 
tion the gaps that exist be¬ 
tween them. However, Ais¬ 
sette does believe that one 
way the Aruban CCI can 
grow sustainably is by syn- 
ergizing it to a current sta¬ 
ble economy, such as the 
Tourism Industry. This would 
mean focusing on niche 


markets such as; advertis¬ 
ing and marketing; film, tv, 
video, radio and photogra¬ 
phy; music, performing and 
visual arts; museums, gal¬ 
leries and libraries. Markets 
who contribute to both the 
local development and 
touristic experience. 

Looking Towards the Future 

Aissette is definitely not 
done growing and ventur¬ 
ing into new opportunities. 
Her future consists of con¬ 
tinuing being able to inter¬ 
act with people, which in 
her opinion is her favorite 
part of her job. “We are all 
people trying to make an 
impact, be successful and 



happy. I believe my future will consist of 
reaching closer to people". Aissette also 
feels that being the curious person that 
she is, she might consider other career 
paths as well. In her words; “who knows it 
might even be a new business”. 

Tips and Tricks 

Aissette’s journey of becoming a broad¬ 
casting anchor in Aruba was her own, 
but has also proved her with enough life 
lessons to help others who also want to 


consider a profession in the CCI. Aissette’s 
tips for students and young professionals 
include; following your heart and pas¬ 
sion; if you know you are talented, start 
now; make the best use of the opportuni¬ 
ties presented in your life; stay away from 
negative people, even the negative voice 
within yourself; and focus on your network 
and building a solid connection with peo¬ 
ple who are in your field of interest. Surely 
these tips can inspire and encourage stu¬ 
dents and young professionals who are 
eager to jump and make the next move 
into a successful future. 

To finish, the Creative Islander would like to 
thank Aissette Rivera for sharing her story 
with the Aruban community. Her story rep¬ 
resents the beauty of growth and is a tes¬ 
timonial of how dynamic and diversified 
the CCI is. The Creative Islander wishes Ais¬ 
sette all the best in her future endeavors 
and hopes to see more of her work in the 
broadcasting industry of Aruba. □ 




Biography - Currently, Thais Franken is a 23-year-old Aruban student at the University of Maastricht (UM). She 
is studying a Master of Science in Public Policy and Human Development in collaboration with the Unites 
Nations University (UNU). Back home, on the beautiful island of Aruba she completed her Bachelor of Arts in 
Organization, Governance & Management (OGM) at the University of Aruba (UA). She successfully gradu¬ 
ated and defended her thesis titled “Placing Culture and Creativity at the Heart of the Aruban Sustainable 
Development” on July 6th 2018. Thais is very passionate about topics such as sustainability, innovation, cul¬ 
ture and creativity. Next to her academic interests, she enjoys reading, writing, dancing and cooking. 
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Honoring of loyal Visitors at Costa Linda Beach Resort 



NOORD — Recently, Marouska 
Heyliger had the great pleasure to 
honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly 
visitors as Goodwill Ambassadors. 
The certificates presented to the 
honorees are a way to say “Masha 
Danki” for continuously choosing 
Aruba as their favorite vacation 
destination. 

The honorees were: 

Willem Burgemeestre and Martine 
van Streun from Oegstgeest 
Ted and Voula Leakes from New 
Jersey 

Jeffrey and Maureen Kahl from 
New York. 

These lovely people stated that 
they love coming to our island be¬ 
cause of the friendly people, the 
beautiful weather, the white sandy 
beaches and the delicious cuisine. 

Heyliger together with Mr. Luigi He¬ 
redia, General Manager of Costa 
Linda Beach Resort, presented the 
honorees with the symbolic honor¬ 
ary title on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of appreciation 
and thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their home away from 
home for so many years. Q 


Experience Oranjestad’s Maritime tradition 


A 


5 T 1C H T < N C 

RANCHO 



ORANJESTAD — Founda¬ 
tion Rancho will organize a 
walking tour on Internation¬ 
al Museum Day, this com¬ 
ing Saturday. This is the op¬ 
portunity to learn about the 
maritime traditions, the past 
and future and the connec¬ 
tion with a living neighbor¬ 


hood in the harbor. You 
will see expositions, expe¬ 
rience the living traditions, 
and see the future of the 
maritime culture of Rancho. 

Rancho is one of the oldest 
parts of the town Oranjes- 
tad and is located close to 


Paardenbaai. Character¬ 
istic to this neighborhood 
are the monuments and 
the immaterial cultural heri¬ 
tage. In origin Rancho was 
a fisher's village, mentioned 
for the first time in archives 
of 1855 and in 1912 on the 
maps of the Dutch cartog¬ 


rapher J.V.D. Werbata. The 
village consisted of some 
simple huts, constructed in 
a similar way the inhabitant 
Indians used. These huts 
were the housings for fisher¬ 
men and seafaring traders 
who brought their trade - 
legal or illegal- ashore here. 
Foundation Rancho was 
founded on 20 April 2010 
with the aim to document 
and preserve the culture 


and history of the Rancho 
neighborhood. The walking 
tour will take place on Sat¬ 
urday May 18th at 4.00 PM. 
The tour will start at Centro 
Di Actividad Rancho, Kon- 
ingstraat 38. Tour will be 
translated in English! 

For more information: stich- 
tingrancho@gmail.com or 
call us at +297 562 8352. 
www.stichtingrancho.orgQ 
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Duke’s Zion Williamson arrives 
for the NBA basketball draft 
lottery Tuesday, May 14, 2019, 
in Chicago. 

Associated Press 

New Orleans 
wins NBA 
draft lottery, 
right to 
pick No. 1 

By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Zion Wil¬ 
liamson has never been to 
New Orleans. 

That may be changing 
very soon. 

The Pelicans bucked seri¬ 
ously long odds Tuesday 
night, winning the NBA 
draft lottery and the right 
to have the first chance at 
selecting the former Duke 
star next month — and po¬ 
tentially pairing him with 
Anthony Davis, in what 
would immediately be¬ 
come one of the league's 
most intriguing frontcourt 
duos. 

“I don’t believe the uni¬ 
verse makes mistakes,” 
said David Griffin, who is 
barely a month into his ten¬ 
ure as New Orleans' exec¬ 
utive vice president of bas¬ 
ketball operations. “I just 
think we have something 
special going on." 

Griffin doesn't play the lot¬ 
tery, unless the jackpot is 
one of those billion-dollar- 
type enormous ones. 







Golden State Warriors guard StephemGurry (30) shoots 
a^ 3-point basket as Portland Trail Blazers center Enes 
Kanter (00) watches during the second half of Game 1 of 
the NBA basketball playoffs Western Conference finals in 
Oakland, Calif., Tuesday, May 14, 2019. 

fc Associated Press 
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David Griffin, New Orleans Pelicans executive vice president of basketball operations, holds up 
placards after it was announced that the Pelicans had won the first pick during the NBA basketball 
draft lottery Tuesday, May 14, 2019, in Chicago. 


NBA DRAFT 

Continued from Page 17 

Maybe he should. The ping- 
pong balls seem to bounce 
his way a lot. 

Griffin was with Cleveland 
when the Cavaliers won 
the lottery in 2011, 2013 
and 2014. And now it’s the 
Pelicans, his new employ¬ 
er, which has struck lottery 
gold. They defied the odds 
to do it; the Pelicans en¬ 
tered the lottery with a 6% 
chance of winning the No. 
1 pick for the June 20 draft. 
So now, instead of going 
into a summer where they 
may have traded Davis — 
the player New Orleans 
got when it won the lottery 
in 2012, the player who was 
openly disgruntled this sea¬ 
son — the Pelicans have 
a chance at becoming 
much better, and fast. 

“This just jump-starts the 
process,” Griffin said. “It’ll 
be harder for me to mess 
it up than it would have 
been before this.” 

Memphis will choose sec¬ 
ond, New York third and 
the Los Angeles Lakers will 
pick fourth. The Pelicans, 
Grizzlies and Lakers all 
moved up to get a top- 
four spot; New York, Phoe¬ 
nix and Cleveland had the 
best odds of winning the 
lottery at 14% each, and 
none of those clubs even 


got a top-two pick. 

The lottery had a new for¬ 
mat this year, one that 
the league hoped would 
even the playing field in 
a number of ways and 
didn't make all-out tanking 
a more enticing option to 
teams looking to maximize 
their chance at securing 
the No. 1 pick. 

The Knicks, Suns and Cavs 
didn’t have much interest 
in winning this season, with 
none winning more than 
19 games. The ping-pong 
balls apparently weren't 
interested in having them 
win the lottery, either. 

“I don’t think you should 
ever not play to win bas¬ 
ketball games,” Pelicans 
coach Alvin Gentry said. 
“I don’t see where it would 
help you.” 

Cleveland will pick fifth, 
followed by Phoenix, Chi¬ 
cago and Atlanta. Wash¬ 
ington has the No. 9 pick, 
Atlanta goes again at 10 
and Minnesota is at No. 
11. Charlotte is next up, fol¬ 
lowed by Miami at 13 and 
Boston at 14. That pick was 
conveyed to the Celtics by 
Sacramento as part of an 
earlier trade. 

The Hawks felt they were 
big winners, too, after get¬ 
ting two top-10 picks. 
“There are always good 
players,” said Hawks guard 


Kevin Huerter, the No. 19 
pick in last year’s draft and 
part of Atlanta’s contin¬ 
gent at the lottery. “Every 
team just has to go out and 
find them.” 

UCF center Tacko Fall, 
the 7-foot-6 draft hopeful, 
played against Williamson 
in the second round of the 
NCAA tournament — a 77- 
76 Duke victory that went 
down to the very last mo¬ 
ment, a game where Wil¬ 
liamson scored 32 points. 
Fall was asked Tuesday 
who he would take with 


the No. 1 pick in this draft, 
and he did not hesitate for 
even a second before an¬ 
swering. 

“Zion,” Fall said. “He’s a 
once-in-a-generation play¬ 
er. I'd seen him on TV a lot, 
but when you play against 
this kid, you just see it. He’s 
different.” 

Murray State's Ja Morant, 
projected by many as a 
strong candidate to be 
chosen No. 2 overall, was 
among the players in the 
audience viewing the pro¬ 
ceedings. 


Associated Press 

“I don’t have any reaction,” 
Morant said. “I was just ex¬ 
cited to be here and be in 
the position that I’m in and 
just to see how it all played 
out. Honestly, I don't know 
what number or where I'll 
land. Obviously, whatever 
team drafts me. I'll be hap¬ 
py to go there and bring it 
every night.” 

Williamson was one of three 
now-former Duke starters 
at the lottery — R.J. Barrett 
and Cam Reddish were 
among the invited players 
as well.Q 


WNBA hires Deloitte CEO Engelbert as commissioner 





In this Sept. 20, 2018 file photo, Deloitte CEO Cathy Engelbert 
participates in the Yahoo Finance All Markets Summit: A World 
of Change at The Times Center in New York. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

WNBA has a new leader 
with a new title. 

The league hired Cathy 
Engelbert as its commis¬ 
sioner on Wednesday. The 
previous four leaders of the 
WNBA had been known as 
president. Since 2015, En¬ 
gelbert has been CEO of 
Deloitte US, an account¬ 
ing organization that works 
with Fortune 500 compa¬ 
nies. She was the first wom¬ 
an to hold that job. 

“Cathy is a world-class busi¬ 
ness leader with a deep 
connection to women’s 
basketball, which makes 
her the ideal person to 
lead the WNBA into its 
next phase of growth,” 
NBA commissioner Adam 
Silver said. “The WNBA will 


benefit significantly from 
her more than 30 years of 
business and operational 
experience, including rev¬ 
enue generation, sharp en¬ 
trepreneurial instincts and 
proven management abili¬ 


ties.” 

She replaces Lisa Borders, 
who stepped down in Oc¬ 
tober. NBA deputy com¬ 
missioner Mark Tatum has 
been the interim president 
since Borders left. 


“It is an absolute privilege 
to be joining the WNBA at 
such an exciting and im¬ 
portant time in its history," 
Engelbert said. “I see tre¬ 
mendous opportunity to 
bolster visibility for the sport 
of women's basketball, 
empower the players and 
enhance fan engage¬ 
ment. I look forward to us¬ 
ing my business expertise 
and passion for basketball 
to promote women in the 
game and beyond, and 
to working with the teams 
and world-class athletes to 
help grow this league into a 
thriving business." 

Engelbert will start on July 
17 once her term as CEO of 
Deloitte concludes. 

One thing the new commis¬ 
sioner will have to deal with 
relatively quickly is the col¬ 
lective bargaining agree¬ 


ment. The players opted 
out of the current contract 
at the end of last season. 
This season will still be cov¬ 
ered by the current CBA. 
It’s been an active off¬ 
season for the league, 
which begins its 23rd sea¬ 
son on May 24. The WNBA 
announced a deal with 
CBS earlier this month to 
broadcast 40 games on 
CBS Sports Network. The 
WNBA also signed AT&T as 
a top sponsor, added new 
uniforms by Nike and re¬ 
branded itself with a new 
logo. The league also had 
a promotional tie-in with 
the highly successful “Cap¬ 
tain Marvel” movie in Feb¬ 
ruary and oversaw the sale 
of the New York Liberty to 
an investment group led by 
Brooklyn Nets minority own¬ 
er Joseph Tsai. □ 
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Curry, Warriors take Game 1 of Western Conference finals 



Golden State Warriors' Stephen Curry (30) shoots between Portland Trail Blazers' Maurice Harkless 
(4), Enes Kanter (00) and Damian Lillard, right, during the first half of Game 1 of the NBA basketball 
playoffs Western Conference finals Tuesday, May 14, 2019, in Oakland, Calif. 


By JANIE McCAULEY 
AP Sports Writer 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Stephen Curry had all kinds 
of room for a change and 
capitalized, finding his 
shooting touch in a hurry to 
get Golden State on a roll. 
Portland’s defenders were 
too far back in the paint or 
a step behind all night. 
“Practice shots,” Trail Blaz¬ 
ers star Damian Lillard 
said of Curry’s wide-open 
chances. 

So far, the Warriors are 
showing they can keep 
winning until Kevin Durant 
gets healthy. 

Making it look easy again, 
Curry knocked down nine 
3-pointers on his way to 36 
points, leading the two- 
time defending champions 
past the Trail Blazers 116-94 
on Tuesday night in Game 
1 of the Western Confer¬ 
ence finals. 

“I know what I'm capable 
of on the floor. The situation 
calls for me to be a little 
bit more aggressive and 
hopefully that’ll continue,” 
said Curry, who came in 
shooting 37.1% on 3s this 
postseason. “Obviously it’s 
nice to see the ball go in. I 
didn't shoot the ball well for 
4 1/2 games the last series 
and got off to a good start 
tonight. I want to maintain 
that. Every game is differ¬ 
ent, you’ve got to re-es¬ 
tablish yourself. That’s my 
perspective no matter how 


I play." 

Curry shot 12 for 23 in his 
fourth 30-point perfor¬ 
mance this postseason, 
finding far more open 
looks than he had in the 
last round against Houston. 
The two-time NBA MVP out¬ 
played the Portland duo of 
Lillard and CJ McCollum, 
who combined to go 11 for 
31 against a strong Golden 
State defense. 

“It's good to see Steph 
have a game like that at 
a time that obviously we 


need him most,” Draymond 
Green said. 

Klay Thompson had 26 
points, including a late 
one-handed slam. Green 
established the energy on 
both ends early for the well- 
rested Warriors, finishing 
with 12 points, 10 rebounds, 
five assists, three blocks and 
two steals. 

Lillard scored 19 points 
back home in Oakland, just 
miles away from where he 
grew up. He appreciated 
all the support but wants to 


stick to basketball. 

“That's part of what makes 
it special. I’m from here,” 
Lillard said. “I could walk 
home from here if I wanted 
to, that tells you how close 
it is.” 

McCollum had 17 and 
missed five of his six 3s as 
the cold-shooting Blazers 
went just 7 for 28 from long 
range. 

Game 2 is Thursday night, 
and the Warriors are un¬ 
likely to have Durant back 
from a strained right calf. 


An update on Durant's sta¬ 
tus is expected that day 
once the two-time reigning 
NBA Finals MVP is re-exam¬ 
ined. 

“I think we played a ter¬ 
rible game and we still had 
a chance going into the 
fourth quarter,” McCollum 
said, “so we need to tight¬ 
en some things up and look 
forward to the game on 
Thursday.” 

Curry came off screens with 
authority and matched 
his postseason career high 
for 3s, also accomplished 
in Game 1 of last year's fi¬ 
nals against Cleveland. He 
found his groove far earlier 
than in the Game 6 clincher 
at Houston on Friday night, 
when he scored all 33 of his 
points in the second half. 
Little brother Seth strug¬ 
gled with three points for 
Portland, which shot 36.1% 
overall. 

“It's not one-and-done. 
We've got a series, it’s one 
loss,” Blazers coach Terry 
Stotts said. “We’ve got to 
play better, particularly 
at the offensive end, but 
we’ve got to be better at 
both ends.” 

Lillard hit a game-winning 
3-pointer with 6.3 seconds 
remaining in overtime Dec. 
27 in his last regular-season 
game at Oracle Arena. 
He averaged 28.3 points 
and 6.5 assists in four reg¬ 
ular-season games against 
Golden State this seasonO 


Magic Johnson, Larry Bird to get 
Lifetime Achievement Award 



In this Monday, April 6, 2009 file photo, former NBA players 
Earvin “Magic” Johnson, right, and Larry Bird share a laugh at 
a news conference before the championship game between 
Michigan State and North Carolina at the men’s NCAA Final 
Four college basketball tournament in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Magic 
Johnson and Larry Bird, 
whose coast-to-coast ri¬ 
valry in the 1980s propelled 
the NBA to a new level of 
popularity, will be honored 
with the Lifetime Achieve¬ 
ment Award. 

The Hall of Famers and 
1992 U.S. Olympic team¬ 
mates will receive the 
award on June 24 at the 
NBA Awards, the league 
and Turner Sports an¬ 
nounced Wednesday. 

The honor comes on the 
40th anniversary of their 
meeting in the 1979 NCAA 


championship game, 
when Johnson’s Michigan 
State team beat Bird’s In¬ 
diana State squad. That 
is still the highest-rated 
game on television in col¬ 
lege basketball history. 

The two would see plenty 
more of each other across 
the next decade after 
Johnson went to the Los 
Angeles Lakers and Bird 
to the Boston Celtics. The 
Lakers won five champion¬ 
ships in the 1980s and the 
Celtics won three, and the 
interest they drew forged a 
friendship and helped the 
NBA move past its struggle 
for mainstream attention 


and set the stage for bas¬ 
ketball to become one of 
the world’s most popular 
sports. 

Both players won three 
MVP awards, earned spots 
on the league's list of 50 
greatest players and were 
two-time Hall of Fame in¬ 
ductees, first as individuals 
and then with the Dream 
Team that captured the 
gold medal in Barcelona. 
Bird went on to serve as 
both coach and president 
of the Indiana Pacers and 
is the only person in NBA 
history to be voted MVP, 
Coach of the Year and Ex¬ 
ecutive of the Year. 


Johnson also held both 
roles with the Lakers, 
though not with the same 
level of success. He served 
a short stint as coach (1993- 
94) and recently stepped 
down as team president 
after two seasons. His larg¬ 
er achievements since his 


playing days have come 
in the business world as 
CEO of Magic Johnson En¬ 
terprises. 

Bill Russell was the first Life¬ 
time Achievement winner 
in 2017 and Oscar Rob¬ 
ertson was honored last 
year.Q 
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Bruins beat Carolina 2-1, take 3-0 series lead 


By JOEDY McCREARY 
AP Sports Writer 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Tu- 

ukka Rask and the Boston 
Bruins stood tall during an 
early deluge of shots and 
penalties, patiently wait¬ 
ing for their chance to take 
over the game. 

Then one big burst put them 
on the brink of another trip 
to the Stanley Cup Final. 
The Bruins beat the Carolina 
Hurricanes 2-1 on Tuesday 
night, taking a 3-0 lead in 
the Eastern Conference fi¬ 
nal after Chris Wagner and 
Brad Marchand scored 
5:07 apart in the second 
period. 

“The moral of the story is, 
we got through the first pe¬ 
riod — however you want 
to describe it — and off we 
went after that,” coach 
Bruce Cassidy said. 

Rask stopped 35 shots for 
the Bruins, who have won six 
straight postseason games 
for the first time since 1978. 
They are one victory away 
from their third Stanley Cup 
appearance in nine years. 
Boston will go for the sweep 
on Thursday night. 

“This year, I feel like we re¬ 
ally have each other's 
backs,” Rask said. “We’ve 
been in some tight games, 
and then our depth comes 
in, and we score some 
goals and we take over the 
games.” 

Calvin de Haan scored and 
Curtis McElhinney made 29 
saves for fhe Hurricanes 
while sfarfing in place of 
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Carolina Hurricanes’ Micheal Ferland (79) and Nino Niederreiter (21), of Switzerland, try to score 
against Boston Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask (40), of Finland, while Bruins' Zdeno Chara (33), of Slova¬ 
kia, and Charlie McAvoy (73) defend during the first period in Game 3 of the NHL hockey Stanley 
Cup Eastern Conference final series in Raleigh, N.C., Tuesday, May 14, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Petr Mrazek, who allowed 
10 goals in the first two 
games of the series. 

This one was closer, but it 
still wasn't enough to keep 
alive Carolina’s postsea¬ 
son perfection at home — 
where a pig named Ham¬ 
ilton looks on from behind 
the corner boards. 

“There’s no way around it. 
There's no way to sugar- 
coat it,” Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. We 
got kicked in the you-know- 
where.” 

And now they're in an un¬ 
enviable spot. Only four 
teams in NHL history have 
ever rallied to win a series 
they trailed 3-0, and none 


since Los Angeles in 2014 
— though Carolina cap¬ 
tain Justin Williams was on 
that Kings team that rallied 
to beat San Jose in the first 
round. “I'm probably going 
to give you ... the cliches 
that are going to be thrown 
to you and everything,” 
Williams said. 

This one got away from 
them in the first 714 min¬ 
utes of the second, when 
the Bruins claimed control 
with their fourth line turning 
a turnover by Carolina's 
Brock McGinn into a 1-0 
lead at 1:21. 

Sean Kuraly collected the 
puck and passed low to 
Joakim Nordstrom, with the 


former Hurricane then find¬ 
ing Wagner alone in front 
for a tap-in. 

“That line scored a goal 
by playing the right way, 
pursuing pucks,” Cassidy 
said. “They’re fourth-liners. 
You don’t expect them to 
make a tic-tac-toe play, 
but they did, and good for 
them.” The Bruins entered 
with the NHL’s best post¬ 
season power-play unit — 
converting on a full fhird of 
fheir chances in the play¬ 
offs — and fhey were 1 of 5 
in fhis one with the man ad¬ 
vantage against a Caro¬ 
lina penalty kill that began 
with a sub-50% success rate 
in this series. 


But that one goal was a sig¬ 
nificant one. 

With 19 seconds left on a 
high-sticking minor on Nino 
Niederreiter, Marchand put 
Boston up 2-0 when his shot 
from between the circles 
trickled past McElhinney. 

It loomed large because 
the Hurricanes pulled with¬ 
in a goal when de Haan's 
slap shot off a draw gof 
through Rask's pads for 
the defenseman’s first goal 
since Nov. 8. The Bruins 
thought Torey Krug had an 
insurance goal with 15:45 
left, but the officials ruled 
Jake DeBrusk interfered 
with McElhinney — a deci¬ 
sion that was confirmed af¬ 
ter Boston's challenge led 
to a review in Toronto. 

After stopping 20 shots in 
the first period alone — and 
becoming the first Boston 
goaltender since Tim Thom¬ 
as in 2011 with that many in 
a postseason period — he 
remained difficult for the 
Hurricanes to figure out. 
Thwarting perhaps their 
best chance to tie it, Rask 
stuffed a slick power-play 
redirection by Jordan Staal 
with just under 13 minutes 
left. “Probably right now," 
Cassidy said, “is the best 
I’ve seen him play.” 

This one was chippy 
throughout, with 14 penal¬ 
ties — 10 in the first period 
alone. That includes six by 
Boston and three by Wil¬ 
liams, who also took his 
team's only two penalties 
in a 6-2 loss in Game 2.Q 


Patrick Kane sets U.S.-scoring record at world championship 



Alex Debrincat of the US, right, celebrates with teammates 
Patrick Kane, left, and Derek Ryan, center, after scoring his 
sides fourth goal during the Ice Hockey World Championships 
group A match between the United States and Great Britain 
at the Steel Arena in Kosice, Slovakia, Wednesday, May 15, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


KOSICE, Slovakia (AP) — 

Patrick Kane scored a goal 
and had two assists to be¬ 
come the United States’ 
all-time leading scorer at 
the world hockey champi¬ 
onship in 6-3 win over Brit¬ 
ain on Wednesday. 

The three-time Stanley 
Cup champion and two- 
time Olympian finished fhe 
game wifh 36 points, sur¬ 
passing the 33 points U.S. 
Hockey Hall of Famer Mark 
Johnson had in the tour¬ 
nament. Johnson led the 
Americans with 11 goals 
when they won Olympic 
gold in 1980. 

“It's special when you 


think of all the great 
American players, all the 
kids that grow up in the 
USA, dreaming of playing 
hockey, dreaming of play¬ 
ing for their country,” Kane 
said. 

“I’ve really enjoyed this 
tournament. This is my third 
time over here. It would be 
really nice to win it more 
than anything. The person¬ 
al achievements and ac¬ 
colades are pretty nice, 
too." 

The Americans won bronze 
last year at the world 
championship in Den¬ 
mark, where Kane had a 
tournament-high 20 points 


and was named MVP. 
Kane’s first appeared at 
the world championship 
in 2008, when the U.S. was 
eliminated in the quarterfi¬ 
nals wifh a loss to Finland. 
Kane has helped the U.S. 
win three straight games 
in Group A since open¬ 
ing with a loss to the host 
Slovaks. The Americans 
have preliminary-round 
games remaining against 
Denmark, Germany and 
Canada. 

Germany scored twice 
over the final 1:52 againsf 
Slovakia, rallying to win 3-2 
to remain the only unbeat¬ 
en team in Group A.Q 
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Guerrero Jr. hits 2 HRs, Blue Jays beat Giants 7-3 


By The Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. hom- 
ered twice to become the 
third-youngest player to hit 
his first two major league 
homers in the same game 
in Toronto’s victory over 
San Francisco. 

Guerrero, who finished with 
three hits and four RBIs, be¬ 
came the youngest in fran¬ 
chise history to go deep 
as the Blue Jays won the 
opener of a six-game trip 
after losing five of six on a 
homestand in which they 
totaled eight runs. 

Trent Thornton (1-4) pitched 
three-hit ball into the sixth 
inning for his first major 
league win. He struck out 
seven and overcame five 
walks. 

The 20-year-old Guerrero 
homered in the first inning 
against Giants opener Nick 
Vincent (0-2). He added 
an even more impressive 
blast in the sixth off Reyes 
Moronta, a three-run drive 
estimated at 451 feet. 

The only players younger 
than Guerrero to hit their 
first two home runs in the 
same game are Brian Mc¬ 
Call in 1962 (19 years, 248 
days) and Manny Mach¬ 
ado in 2012 (20 years, 35 
days). 

Pablo Sandoval homered 
for San Francisco. 

PADRES 6, DODGERS 3 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Joe 

Pederson and Cody Bell¬ 
inger hit two-run homers, 
Clayton Kershaw threw 
seven solid innings and Los 
Angeles beat San Diego in 
the opener of a two-game 
series. 

Pederson and Bellinger 
homered in the third inning 
against starter Chris Pad- 
dack (3-2) and helped the 
Dodgers get their third win 
in four meetings against 
their NL West rivals. 

Kershaw (3-0) allowed 
three runs and five hits. The 
left-hander struck out five 
as he recorded his third 
victory in his last four starts. 
Kenley Jansen worked the 
ninth for his 13th save. 
Manny Machado had 
three hits — including a 
441-foot, two-run shot in the 
fourth — in his first game 
back at Dodger Stadium 
since signing with San Di¬ 
ego during the offseason. 



Toronto Blue Jays Vladimir Guerrero Jr. hits a single against the San Francisco Giants during the 
second inning of a baseball game in San Francisco, Tuesday, May 14, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Franmil Reyes homered 
and had two hits for San 
Diego, which has dropped 
three of its last four. Pad¬ 
dock surrendered six runs, 
three earned, on five hits 
with three strikeouts. 
CARDINALS 14, BRAVES 3 
ATLANTA (AP) — St. Louis hit 
four home runs, including 
three-run shots by Marcell 
Ozuna, Yadier Molina and 
Kolten Wong, and beat 
struggling right-hander 
Mike Foltynewicz and At¬ 
lanta. 

Jack Flaherty (4-3) did not 
allow a hit through four in¬ 
nings. St. Louis led 11-0 be¬ 
fore Flaherty gave up three 
runs and three hits in the 
fifth. 

The 2019 struggles for 
Foltynewicz (0-3) contin¬ 
ued. He gave up eight runs, 
matching his career high, 
while lasting only 4 2/3 in¬ 
nings. 

Foltynewicz, a 2018 All-Star, 
saw his ERA climb to 8.02 in 
four starts. He began the 
season on the injured list 
with a bone spur in his right 
elbow. 

Atlanta’s first hit off Flaherty 
in the fifth was Brian Mc¬ 
Cann’s broken-bat dribbler 
against the defensive shift 
toward an abandoned 
third base. McCann scored 
on pinch-hitter Charlie Cul¬ 


berson's single to left. Ron¬ 
ald Acuna Jr. drew a bas- 
es-loaded walk off Flaherty 
to force in a run. 

St. Louis outhit the Braves 
14-3. Every Cardinals start¬ 
er, including Flaherty, had 
at least one hit. 

METS 6, NATIONALS 2 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Wil¬ 
son Ramos hit a first-inning 
grand slam after Wash¬ 
ington failed to complete 
what should have been a 
routine double play, Noah 
Syndergaard took a no-hit¬ 
ter into the sixth, and New 
York beat the slumping Na¬ 
tionals. 

The Mets have won three 
games in a row. The Na¬ 
tionals lost for the 11th time 
in 15 games. 

Syndergaard (3-3) allowed 
two runs and four hits in 
eight innings. The first hit 
he allowed was a single to 
right by Wilmer Difo to open 
the sixth, and Victor Robles 
followed with a homer off a 
98 mph fastball. 

Ramos, who used to play 
for the Nationals, connect¬ 
ed with a low 80 mph offer¬ 
ing from Jeremy Hellickson 
(2-2) and sent it out to left 
for his second homer. 
Hellickson went five-plus 
innings, charged with five 
runs and six hits. 

Dominic Smith, pinch-hit¬ 


ting for Syndergaard in the 
ninth, hit his first homer of 
the year. 

BREWERS 6, PHILLIES 1 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Bran¬ 
don Woodruff threw one-hit 
ball for six innings, Yasmani 
Grandal and Ryan Braun 
homered and Milwaukee 
topped Philadelphia. 

The Phillies survived a scare 
when Bryce Harper made a 
sliding catch on a foul ball 
to right field and banged 
his left knee into the wall 
in the sixth. Harper came 
up limping but remained 
in the game and made an 
almost identical catch to 
end the inning. He received 
a standing ovation only to 
get booed after striking out 
again in the eighth. 
Woodruff (6-1) allowed only 
an infield single to Jean Se¬ 
gura in the first, walked five 
and struck out five. 
Philadelphia’s Jerad Eick- 
hoff (2-2) gave up five runs 
and eight hits in four in¬ 
nings. 

Segura's RBI single off 
Corbin Burnes in the eighth 
knocked in Philadelphia’s 
only run. 

CUBS 3, REDS 1 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Kyle 
Hendricks had three hits, in¬ 
cluding a two-run double, 
and pitched into the ninth 
inning as Chicago beat 


Cincinnati. 

The Cubs are 10-2 in May, 
their best start to the month 
since 1977. Chicago has 
won 22 of 28 games for the 
NL’s best record at 25-14. 
Hendricks (3-4) gave up 
a pair of singles and Joey 
Votto’s homer in the fourth 
inning, but those were Cin¬ 
cinnati’s only hits. He left 
after walking Nick Senzel to 
open the ninth. Steve Cis- 
hek got the last two outs for 
his third save in four chanc¬ 
es. 

Willson Contreras had 
a sacrifice fly off Tanner 
Roark (3-2) for Chicago’s 
other run. Kris Bryant had 
three hits and extended 
his career-best streak to 23 
consecutive games reach¬ 
ing base safely. Javier Baez 
singled twice and extend¬ 
ed his hitting streak to a 
career-high 12 games, the 
longest by a Cub this sea¬ 
son. 

PIRATES 6, DIAMONDBACKS 
2 

PHOENIX (AP) — Josh Bell 
homered twice and Joe 
Musgrove allowed one hit 
through seven strong in¬ 
nings as Pittsburgh Pirates 
beat Arizona. 

Phoenix native Cole Tucker 
hit a two-run homer in the 
top of the eighth inning to 
cap off the victory. 

The Pirates snapped a nine- 
game losing streak to the 
Diamondbacks that dated 
to last season. Pittsburgh 
has won four of its last five. 
Carson Kelly homered and 
Adam Jones drove in Da¬ 
vid Peralta to account for 
the Diamondbacks’ runs. 
The only hit Musgrove (2- 
4) allowed was a fourth¬ 
inning single to Eduardo 
Escobar. He struck out five 
and walked two. 
Diamondbacks starter Luke 
Weaver (3-2) allowed three 
runs on seven hits in six in¬ 
nings. Arizona has lost four 
of five.Q 
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Rockies rally past Red Sox 5-4, spoil Sale’s 17 K effort 


By The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Red Sox 

ace Chris Sale struck out a 
career-high 17 in just sev¬ 
en innings before getting 
pulled after 108 pitches on 
a chilly Tuesday night, and 
the Colorado Rockies ral¬ 
lied against Boston's bull¬ 
pen to win 5-4 in the 11 th. 
Sale became the first pitch¬ 
er in major league history to 
fan 17 in a start of no more 
than seven innings. Boston 
pitchers combined to strike 
out 24, but the Red Sox had 
their five-game winning 
streak stopped. 

Mark Reynolds, whose fifth¬ 
inning double was the first 
runner allowed by Sale, 
drove in the go-ahead run 
with a two-out single in the 
11th off Ryan Brasier (2-2). 
Sale struck out the first six 
batters and fanned eight 
through three innings. He 
topped his previous best 
of 15 strikeouts, which he 
had done three times. The 
All-Star lefty had a shutout 
through six innings. Nolan 
Arenado's two-run homer 
in the seventh was one of 
only three hits managed by 
the Rockies against Sale. 
Mike Dunn (1 -0) got the win 
with one inning of scoreless 
relief and Wade Davis got 
his seventh save. 

Charlie Blackmon also 
homered for the Rockies. 
Michael Chavis, J.D. Mar¬ 
tinez and Rafael Devers 
homered for Boston. 

Kyle Freeland got the start 
for Colorado on his 26th 
birthday and went six in¬ 
nings, allowing three runs 
on five hits, striking out sev¬ 
en and walking three. 
TWINS 4, ANGELS 3 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Mitch 
Garver hit a two-run homer 
and tagged out Shohei 
Ohtani trying to score the 
tying run in the eighth in¬ 
ning before leaving with an 
injury, helping Minnesota 
hold off Los Angeles. 

Garver hit his ninth homer in 
the third to give Minnesota 
a three-run lead behind 
Kyle Gibson (4-1). Byron 
Buxton added an RBI dou¬ 
ble the next inning, and five 
relievers combined for 3 1 /3 
scoreless innings, with Blake 
Parker getting his seventh 
save in seven chances. 
Ohtani had three hits, in¬ 
cluding an RBI single as 



Boston Red Sox starting pitcher Chris Sale delivers against the Colorado Rockies during the first 
inning of a baseball game Tuesday, May 14, 2019, at Fenway Park in Boston. 

Associated Press 


part of a three-run sixth, 
but he was thrown out at 
third base in the sixth and 
at home in the eighth af¬ 
ter Brian Goodwin’s single 
to center. The Twins lead 
the majors with 16 home 
runs and 38 RBIs from the 
catching position, also get¬ 
ting strong contributions 
from Castro and Willians 
Astudillo. Cam Bedrosian 
(1-2) took the loss for Los 
Angeles, serving as fhe 
opener for primary pitcher 
Felix Pena. Bedrosian gave 
up one run and two hits in 
one inning. Gibson cruised 
through five innings before 
running into trouble in the 
sixth. He allowed three runs, 
six hits and two walks in 5 
2/3 innings. 

MARINERS 4, ATHLETICS 3 
SEATTLE (AP) — Daniel Vo- 
gelbach, Tim Beckham and 
Mitch Haniger homered 
and Roenis Elias pitched 
out of a bases-loaded jam 
in Seattle’s win over Oak¬ 
land. 

Haniger's deep two-run 
shot into the second deck 
in left field in the fifth inning 
broke a 2-2 tie, and Elias 
stopped a bases-loaded 
threat with two outs in the 
seventh with a strikeout, as 
the Mariners sent the A’s to 
their third straight loss, and 


fourth in six games. 

Mike Leake (3-4) gave up 
five hits and struck out six. 
He was chased after 6 2/3 
innings when Oakland cut 
it to 4-3 on an RBI single by 
Robbie Grossman in the 
seventh inning. 

A's starter Brett Anderson 
(4-3) gave up just six hits 
and struck out five in six in¬ 
nings. 

ASTROS 11, TIGERS 4 
DETROIT (AP) — Carlos Cor¬ 
rea started another Hous¬ 
ton onslaught with a three- 
run homer in the first inning, 
and the Astros routed De¬ 
troit, extending their win¬ 
ning streak to seven games. 
The Astros, who have won 
10 of 11, scored in each of 
the first six innings against a 
depleted Detroit pitching 
staff. George Springer hit 
an inside-the-park homer in 
the fifth, and Aledmys Diaz 
went deep in the third for 
Houston. 

Wade Miley (4-2) allowed 
four runs in six innings for the 
Astros. Houston led 7-0 after 
its half of the third. 

Ronny Rodriguez homered 
for Detroit. Ryan Carpenter 
(0-2) made his second start 
of the season and allowed 
seven earned runs in four 
innings. 

Springer circled the bases 


in the fifth when his drive to 
right-center field bounced 
off the wall and past cen¬ 
ter fielder JaCoby Jones. It 
was the first inside-the-park 
home run of his career, and 
Houston led 9-2. 

The Astros have scored 45 
runs in their last four games. 
RAYS 4, MARLINS 0 
MIAMI (AP) — Charlie Mor¬ 
ton pitched six strong in¬ 
nings and Avisail Garcia 
homered and drove in 
three runs in Tampa Bay’s 
win over Miami. 

Morton (4-0) gave up three 
hits and struck out five while 
throwing 82 pitches before 
he was pulled for a pinch 
hiffer in the top of the sev¬ 
enth inning. 

Garcia had a solo homer 
and two RBI singles for the 
Rays in the opener of fhe 
fwo-game series against 
their cross-state interleague 
rivals. Garcia finished fhe 
scoring with an infield sin¬ 
gle wifh the bases loaded 
in the ninth. 

Miami starter Caleb Smith 
(3-1) didn't last past the 
sixth inning for the first time 
since his opening start on 
April 1. He allowed two runs 
and tour hits, while striking 
out eight and walking two 
in 5 1/3 innings. The Marlins 
lost their sixth straight and 


ninth in the last 10. 

Relievers Emilio Pagan, Di¬ 
ego Castillo and Chaz Roe 
pitched the final three in¬ 
nings for Tampa Bay. 
INDIANS 9, WHITE SOX 0 
CHICAGO (AP) — Jordan 
Luplow hit two of Cleve¬ 
land's five homers and 
Carlos Carrasco cruised 
through seven innings in a 
rout of Chicago. 

Roberto Perez, Jake Bauers 
and Jose Ramirez also went 
deep as the light-hitting In¬ 
dians muscled up against 
Manny Banuelos and Josh 
Osich to end Chicago’s 
three-game winning streak. 
The 25-year-old Luplow has 
hit all four of his homers this 
season against Chicago 
and three off Banuelos. 
Carrasco (4-3) scattered six 
singles and struck out six, 
while walking none, in his 
second straight solid start. 
Oliver Perez, Dan Otero 
and A.J. Cole combined to 
complete the seven-hitter. 
Banuelos (2-3) yielded five 
runs on four hits and three 
walks before leaving the 
game with none out in the 
fifth with left shoulder sore¬ 
ness. 

ROYALS 11, RANGERS 5 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Hunter Dozier drove in three 
runs, top prospect Nicky 
Lopez had an RBI single in 
his big league debut, and 
Kansas City routed Texas. 
Alex Gordon and Jorge 
Soler also drove in two runs 
apiece for the Royals, who 
scored nine times in the first 
two innings while quickly 
knocking Rangers start¬ 
er Shelby Miller from the 
game. 

Danny Duffy (2-1) was only 
marginally better tor Kan¬ 
sas City, using 107 pitches 
just to survive five innings. 
He allowed four runs, seven 
hits and a walk while strik¬ 
ing out seven. 

Miller (1-3) was pulled with 
two outs in the second af¬ 
ter allowing eight runs and 
seven hits with two walks. 
Rangers shortstop Elvis An¬ 
drus left with tightness in 
his right hamstring after 
grounding out to end the 
seventh inning. He will be 
evaluated again Wednes¬ 
day. Joey Gallo had a pair 
of RBIs for the Rangers, who 
stranded runners in four 
consecutive innings.Q 
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Heavyweights step up, just not against each other 



Britain's Tyson Fury shows off his shirt which has drawings of former world heavyweight champions 
on it during the press conference at the BT Sport Studio, London, Monday May 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 
Tyson Fury, the big British 
heavyweight who breaks 
into song at the most un¬ 
expected moments and 
would be fun to meet for 
a beer, will be fighting next 
month. So will his country¬ 
man, Anthony Joshua, who 
will venture across the pond 
to make his Garden debut. 
And then there's Deontay 
Wilder, who kicks things off 
Saturday night with anoth¬ 
er chance to press his case 
that he is, like Mike Tyson 
liked to say, the baddest 
man on the planet. 

No, they're not fighting 
each other, for reasons 
bofh as old as boxing itself 
and as new as the DAZN 
streaming service. Still, the 
three top heavyweights in 
the world — all of whom 
can legitimately claim the 
title of champ — will be in 
action in New York and Las 
Vegas within a four-week 
stretch. 

And should things go as 
planned, that's just enough 
time to bring some clarity 
to a heavyweight division 
that is suddenly must-see 
TV once again. 

“The excitement is back in 
the heavyweight division,” 
Wilder said. “The fire is lit.” 
That’s somewhat true, even 
if Fury is fighting a relatively 
unknown German named 
Tom Schwarz instead of a 


rematch with Wilder while 
Joshua is defending his ti¬ 
tles against a late substitute 
in Andy Ruiz Jr. Wilder might 
be taking the biggest risk 
in his title defense against 
Dominic Braezeale, whose 
loss to Joshua is the only 
blemish on his pro record. 
Just how long the fire is ex¬ 
pected to smolder, though, 
may be of mosf concern fo 
boxing fans. 

Joshua and Wilder should 
have been made by now, 
even if it might be even 
bigger next year because 
of fhe waif. Wilder and 
Fury should be fighting a 
rematch this summer, but 
money and boxing politics 
put a quick end to those 
plans. Wilder says Joshua is 
ducking him and that Fury 
wants no part of a rematch 
after almost being knocked 
silly only to get back up in 
the final round of their fight 
in December that ended in 
a draw. 

Fury and Joshua say that’s 
nonsense and that Wilder 
shouldn’t talk so much. 

“I am ready for Wilder, I’ve 
been ready for Wilder,” 
Joshua said last week after 
arriving in New York and in¬ 
specting Madison Square 
Garden for his American 
debut June 1 against Ruiz, 
who got his shot at Josh¬ 
ua’s titles after Jarrell Miller 
tested positive for perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing drugs. 


“I’ve done a good job 
maintaining my place and 
he is the guy I want. He has 
a lot to live up to. I’ve got 
confidence flowing now.” 
That confidence could 
get another boost against 
Ruiz, a roly-poly fighter 
out of Southern California 
who doesn’t look like a 
world beater but has lost 
only once in 33 fights. Ruiz 
fought just last month, and 
was eager to get the call to 
replace Miller. 

Perhaps just as important 
for Joshua’s confidence is 


a big performance while 
venturing outside his na¬ 
tive Britain for fhe first time. 
Joshua drew 90,000 for his 
fight last year with Wladimir 
Klitschko at Wembley Stadi¬ 
um and is wildly popular at 
home, but largely unknown 
in the U.S. and is looking to 
make a dramatic debut. 

“I know the history that has 
been here and the sports 
that have been here,” he 
said at his Garden visit. 
“When I come in here to 
fight June 1, it will be very 
special.” 


In a perfect world, Josh¬ 
ua, Wilder and Fury would 
be fighting each other, of 
course. Any thoughts of a 
quick remafch after the 
draw between Wilder and 
Fury went out the window 
when Fury signed with Top 
Rank, which has a deal for 
fights with ESPN. 

Wilder, meanwhile, is stick¬ 
ing for now wifh Showtime 
for his fighf Saturday night. 
And Joshua has a contract 
with DAZN, a streaming ser¬ 
vice that touts access to 
big fights for $100 a year.Q 


Ackermann wins rainy Giro 
stage 5, Roglic stays in lead 



Germany's Pascal Ackermann celebrates as he sprints ahead 
of Colombia's Fernando Gaviria, left, to win the fifth stage of the 
Giro D’ltalia, tour of Italy cycling race, from Frascati to Terracina, 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019. 


TERRACINA, Italy (AP) — 

Pascal Ackermann of Ger¬ 
many sprinted to victory at 
the end of fhe rain-affect¬ 
ed fifth stage of the Giro 
d’ltalia on Wednesday, 
while Slovenian cyclist Pri- 
moz Roglic kept the overall 
lead. It was Ackermann’s 
second stage win in his 
first Grand Tour after the 
25-year-old Bora-Hansgro- 
he rider also took home 
Sunday's second leg. 
Ackermann edged out Fer¬ 
nando Gaviria and Arnaud 
Demare in a bunch sprint 
at the end of the mainly flat 
but wet 140-kilometer route 
from Frascati to Terracina. 
“It was a two-time sprint to¬ 


day. I had to brake at 250 
meters to go but luckily Ga¬ 
viria became the perfect 
lead-out man for me,” Ack¬ 
ermann said. “If was scary 
all day under the rain. All 
the stage was scary and 
sprint was scary because 
you can’t see much. It was 
cold all day.” 

The rain was so relentless 
that race organizers de¬ 
cided that times would be 
taken on the first passage 
of the finish line in Terraci¬ 
na before fhe final nine- 
kilometer loop in order to 
avoid another crash like the 
one that marred Tuesday’s 
fourth stage. That crash split 
the peloton in half inside 


the final six kilomefers and 
allowed Roglic fo gain pre¬ 
cious seconds over his rival. 
If also led fo 2017 cham¬ 
pion Tom Dumoulin aban¬ 
doning the race a kilome¬ 
ter into Wednesday’s stage 
as he was in too much pain 
after injuring his left leg in 
the crash. 

“I came here for a three- 
week adventure and I 
wanted to finish it and I’m 
not ready to go home yet,” 
Dumoulin said. “I didn’t 
want to be home and in 
two days time, be able to 
ride when the swelling goes 
down and be sad that I 
abandoned so I needed to 
try and push through with 


some painkillers today and 
it might've been possible. 

“I would've always asked 
myself that question and 
now I can ask myself and I 
know the answer.” 

Roglic, who has worn the 


Associated Press 

leader’s pink jersey since 
winning the opening time 
trial on Saturday, remained 
35 seconds ahead of Brit¬ 
ish cyclist Simon Yates and 
39 ahead of home favorite 
Vincenzo Nibali. □ 
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Tribes across country push for better internet access 



This undated photo provided by Amy Martin shows Ophelia Watahomigie-Corliss, a member of 
the Havasupai Tribal Council, at Red Butte, a site that the Havasupai consider sacred about 15 
miles south of Tusayan, Ariz. 


By FELICIA FONSECA 
Associated Press 
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — In 

a remote, roadless Ari¬ 
zona canyon that is home 
to a small Native Ameri¬ 
can tribe, there’s a natural 
skepticism toward the inter¬ 
net. 

The telemedicine equip¬ 
ment that health care of¬ 
ficials promised would 
work gathers dust. School 
children who have online 
homework struggle to get 
online. And streaming a 
web-based conference or 
taking classes remotely? 
Well, “that’s a lot of luck 
you'd have to get," said 
Ophelia Watahomigie- 
Corliss, who sits on the 
Havasupai Tribal Council. 
Things started to change 
after a small company ap¬ 
proached the tribe with a 
plan to broaden coverage 
for educational use. It's 
now using the experience 
to help push the federal 
government to give tribes 
priority for broadband 
spectrum largely unas¬ 
signed across the western 
United States. 

The Federal Communica¬ 
tions Commission has not 
issued any new permanent 
licenses for the Educa¬ 
tional Broadband Services 
spectrum in more than 20 
years. It asked the public 
a year ago to weigh in on 
possible changes to the li¬ 
censing system to better 
define geographic areas, 
build in flexibility, create 
priorities for tribes and edu¬ 
cational institutions, and 


possibly auction off the 2.5 
GHz-band spectrum. It's 
not clear when the FCC will 
act. The agency estimates 
that about one-third of the 
people living on tribal lands 
don’t have access to high¬ 
speed internet, but others 
say the figure is twice as 
high. That’s partly because 
homes on remote reserva¬ 
tions are spread far aparf. 
And fribes say large tele¬ 
communications compa¬ 
nies are unwilling to expand 
to tribal lands because of 
the cost. 

The internet on the Havasu¬ 
pai reservation has been 
a mixed bag. Tribal em¬ 
ployees could sign on to 
their email and do internet 
searches but not much 
else. Public access for 450 


residents was centered 
on the community build¬ 
ing in the village of Supai. 
Thousands of tourists who 
trek 10 miles (16 kilometers) 
down a winding trail to see 
the reservation’s famed 
blue-green waterfalls have 
no internet access at their 
campsites away from the 
village. 

The tribe began working 
with a company called 
MuralNet in 2017 to get 
teachers and students 
better access. They suc¬ 
cessfully sought temporary 
authority from the FCC 
to use the Educational 


Associated Press 

Broadband Services spec¬ 
trum — a sort of channel 
of electromagnetic waves 
— that wasn’t being used. 
Flagstaff-based Niles Radio 
Communications helped 
build the network. 

“We're really putting our 
chips on EBS,” said Mariel 
Triggs, chief executive of 
MuralNet. “It works in ex¬ 
treme cases. It’s cheap; it’s 
reliable.” 

Jacqueline Siyuja now has 
a wireless router to take 
online classes for her job at 
the tribe's Head Start pro¬ 
gram. A few years ago, she 
and her colleagues had to 


fly out of the canyon and 
drive more than two hours 
to a community college 
in Flagstaff for classes. She 
also had to take her young 
daughter with her. 

Jordan Manakaja eventu¬ 
ally wants to get her bach¬ 
elor's degree and become 
a therapist in the communi¬ 
ty. She prefers online class¬ 
es at home where she can 
interact with an instructor. 
“We have the opportu¬ 
nity to wind down and get 
comfortable before we’re 
in a classroom,” she said. 
“That was more beneficial 
to us mentally.” 

The tribe won't know 
whether it can make other 
plans for the spectrum, like 
using telemedicine, trans¬ 
mitting medical records 
electronically or starting 
an online high school, until 
the FCC decides whether 
to grant the tribe’s appli¬ 
cation for a permanent 
license. Nearly 2,190 licens¬ 
es that generally cover a 
35-mile radius have been 
granted to 1,300 licensees, 
according to the FCC. The 
agency has asked for pub¬ 
lic comment on realigning 
the boundaries of the li¬ 
censes, eliminating the ed¬ 
ucational use requirement, 
and allowing tribes, current 
licensees or new educa¬ 
tional entities to access un¬ 
assigned spectrum before 
a possible auctionO 


New security flaw in Intel chips 
could affect millions 



TfDAY _ BSNdia 


SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP) — 

Intel has revealed another 
hardware security flaw 
that could affects millions 
of machines around fhe 
world. 

The bug is embedded in 
fhe archifecfure of com¬ 
puter hardware, and it 
can’t be fully fixed. 

“With a large enough data 
sample, time or control 
of the target system’s be¬ 
havior,” the flaw could en¬ 
able attackers to see data 
thought to be off-limits, Bry¬ 
an Jorgensen, Intel’s senior 
director of product assur¬ 
ance and security, said in a 
video statement. 

But Intel said Tuesday 
there's no evidence of 
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In this Oct. 3, 2018, file photo the Intel logo appears on a screen 
at the Nasdaq MarketSite, in New York’s Times Square. 
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anyone exploiting it outside the real world is a complex 
of a research laboratory, undertaking," Jorgensen 
“Doing so successfully in said. □ 
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SPRING INTO A NEW HOME 



Bubali # 113c 
3Bedrw/additional 
guest studio 
Semi detached home 



Caya Ritmo # 35 
4 Bedr 2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 



Oceania #213 
2Bed/2Bath ocean front 
Condo* 



Tamarijn $ 59 
4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views, open air 
courtyard & lap pool 


For any information on one of our 

Featured Homes for SALE 

Please contact us at: 

(297) 733 4663 - phone 
info@arubahomeminders.com - email 
www.arubahomeminders.com - website 



Jardines Del Mar# 12 Opal # 223 Surfside Res* 
2Bed/2*5 Bath townhome 4Bed/3*5Bath w/ lock off 
w pool view in gated apartment 
community 


Rooi Santo # 25m 
4Bed/4Bath home with 
pool, jacuzzi, gym & 
outdoor kitchen 


Salina Cerca # 37b Oceania Residence #513 

5Bed home with lush gardens 2Bed/2Bath Ocean front 
& large private pool Penthouse condo w/ jacuzzi 

Close to the Marriott Resort & private rooftop patio 



On the Money: More grocers are offering delivery 



In this Nov. 9,2018, file photo a sign promotes online and home delivery of groceries at a Walmart 
Supercenter in Houston. 


By DEE-ANN DURBIN 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — Want to 
ditch the shopping cart? 
Grocery delivery services 
are growing rapidly, but 
shoppers need to decide 
if the convenience is worth 
the higher cost. 

Big companies like Amazon 
and Walmart are expand¬ 
ing grocery delivery, as are 
regional players like Fresh- 
Direct. Grocery chains like 
Kroger and Safeway are 
working with third party de¬ 
livery services like Instacart 
or developing their own 
services. 

Groceries have been slow¬ 
er to migrate online than 
books, clothing and other 
items. Online grocery sales 
make up 3% of the $800 bil¬ 
lion food retail market, ac¬ 
cording to a recent report 
by Deutsche Bank. That’s 
expected to climb to 12% 
by 2025 as services grow 
and stores offer more op¬ 
tions, like online ordering for 
pickup. 

Offerings vary. Customers 
can pay per delivery or 
with an annual fee. Orders 
under $35 generally cost 
more. Some companies 
promise delivery in one or 
two hours. Others, like Pea- 
pod, offer next day service. 
Delivery during peak times 
may cost more. 

Sometimes shoppers pay 
the same price they would 
in the store. In other cases, 
they pay more for each 
item to cover the process¬ 
ing cost. Shipt says mem¬ 
bers can expect to pay $5 
more per $35 order when 


they shop through its web¬ 
site versus shopping in a 
store. 

Haar estimates the services 
save her at least two hours 
per week. 

“This is one small way to 
take care of myself that is 
so much better than a mas¬ 
sage or pedicure and costs 
less," she said. 

For some, grocery deliv¬ 
ery is more than a conve¬ 
nience. Maryjo Harper, a 
retired insurance claims 
manager and minister who 
lives in Wilsonville, Oregon, 
started using Instacart a 
little more than a year ago 
while she was recuperating 
from rotator cuff surgery. 
Harper still uses the service 
a couple of times a month, 
especially in the winter. 


She pays $3.99 per delivery 
plus service fees. But she’s 
a reluctant user, partly be¬ 
cause she feels Instacart 
isn’t transparent about its 
fees. She recently paid 
$3.69 on Instacart's website 
for green leaf lettuce, for 
example, but on the actual 
receipt from Safeway — 
where it was purchased — 
the lettuce cost $1.19. 

There are other downsides 
to delivery. Customers 
might miss an interesting 
new product or a good 
deal. Picky shoppers might 
not like what’s selected for 
them. And some custom¬ 
ers have complained that 
delivery drivers won't go to 
certain neighborhoods. 

Still, Tobie Stanger, a se¬ 
nior editor with Consumer 


Associated Press 

Reports, said delivery is a 
good option for many peo¬ 
ple. 

“There is a cost savings in 
terms of time, if your time is 
money,” she said. 
Customers can save mon¬ 
ey by ordering online and 
picking up the groceries 
themselves, Stanger said. 
That's already a free op¬ 
tion at 2,100 U.S. Walmart 
stores; 3,100 will have it by 
the end of this year, the 
company says. Albertsons 
Companies, which oper¬ 
ates Safeway and other 
grocery chains, offers on¬ 
line ordering and pickup 
at 250 stores. At some it’s 
a free option; at others the 
company charges $3.95 or 
$4.95 per order. 

Here are details on some of 


the biggest delivery opera¬ 
tors: 

— Instacart: Founded in 
2012, Instacart is now one 
of the largest grocery de¬ 
livery services. It has part¬ 
nerships with 20,000 stores 
in 5,500 North American 
cities, including Costco 
and Aldi. Instacart charges 
$99 for an annual subscrip¬ 
tion — or $9.99 monthly — 
which gives consumers free 
delivery on orders of $35 or 
more and lets them shop 
at warehouse stores like 
BJ’s Wholesale without a 
membership. Instacart will 
also deliver from its partner 
stores to non-members for 
$3.99 (or $8.99 from mem¬ 
ber-only warehouse stores) 
plus a 5% service fee. 

—Shipt: Shipt was launched 
in 2014 and bought by Tar¬ 
get Corp. in 2017. It deliv¬ 
ers from Target and other 
grocery stores in 260 cities. 
An annual plan is $99, al¬ 
though the company was 
recently offering a Mother’s 
Day special for $49. Mem¬ 
bership includes free de¬ 
livery for orders over $35. 
Shipt charges $7 for orders 
under $35. 

— Walmart: Walmart offers 
delivery from 1,000 stores, 
and plans to expand that 
to 1,600 by the end of this 
year. It partners with third 
party delivery companies 
like DoorDash. Custom¬ 
ers must order at least $30 
worth of goods for deliv¬ 
ery. They pay the same 
price they would in store. 
Walmart charges $7.95 (or 
$9.95 at higher demand 
times) to deliver.Q 
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Mutts 


Conceptis Sudoku 
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6 Chix 



I'D LIKE TO CATER A BIRTHDAY 
PARTY FOR MV TWIN SISTER'S 
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Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 

MOM, 

TOMOPPOU) 

IS TUe LAST 
PAY OF <501001. 

POWlKAA^g 
SANDUJtCUeS! 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

11sn’t _ to; 

probably won’t 
4 Panama hat 
material 

9 In_; jokingly 

13 Neighbor of 
Pakistan 

15 Long for 

16 Sore 

17 Horse’s gait 

18 Become frayed 

19 Facial feature 

20 Fatigue 

22 ‘The _ Ranger” 

23 Military bugle call 

24 Barn dinner 
26 Firstborn of 

several 

29 About to happen 

34 Wetland 

35 Sleeper’s vision 

36 Uncooked 

37 Babysitter’s bane 

38 _ out; muffle 

39 French cheese 

40 _McMuffin; fast- 

food breakfast 

41 Levi’s 

42 Piece of garlic 

43 Esteems 

45 Flew high 

46 Feasted 

47 Healing ointment 

48 Stylish 

51 Taking into 
custody 

56 Track-and-field 
event 

57 Some SeaWorld 
performers 

58 Lunchtime 

60 “One Flew _ the 
Cuckoo’s Nest” 

61 Two strokes 
under par 

62 Cowboy Autry 

63 Moistens 

64 Gown 

65 Actor Ayres 

DOWN 

1 Feel rotten 

2 Front of a ship 

3 Sticky strip 

4 Study material for 
an actor 



46 

49 

50 


56 




60 




63 





Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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5 Prefix for formed 
or fixed 

6 Rant and _; 
carry on 

7 5th & 
Pennsylvania: 
abbr. 

8 Cardiff resident 

9 Actress Smith 

10 Repeat exactly 

11 Lower leg part 

12 Actress Daly 

14 Most orderly 

21 Impulsive 

25 Goal; ambition 

26 Glowing bit of 
coal 

27 By and j|on 
the whole 

28 Tows along 
behind 

29 Actor Jeremy 

30 Kitten cries 

31 Mistake 

32 Innocently trusting 

33 Rough woolen 
fabric 

35 “Phooey!” 

38 No longer with us 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, 
All Rights Reserved. 

39 Pointing the 
finger at 

41 New York athlete 

42 Barn youngster 

44 Indiana team 

45 Talks back 

47 With _ on; 
eagerly 

48 Noisy bird 


49 “Ts better to _ 
loved and lost...” 

50 Popular rapper 

52 Raise, as kids 

53 In a _; furious 

54 Christmas carol 

55 “_with the Wind” 

59 Word in 4 U.S. 

state names 
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37 spotted 
seal pups 
rescued 
from China 
traffickers 
released 

Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Animal 
rights groups on Saturday 
cheered the release of 37 
spotted seal pups rescued 
from traffickers into the 
wild in northern China in a 
small victory for efforts to 
save the country's endan¬ 
gered species. 

Humane Society Interna¬ 
tional said the pups were 
discovered three months 
ago by police in a shed in 
a remote coastal farm in 
the northern Chinese city 
of Dalian, many of them 
starving and dying. Eight 
suspects were arrested in 
the operation. The society's 
Chinese partner, VShine, 
sent a representative to 
participate in the release 
by the Dalian authorities. 
It said the pups had been 
taken from the wild by traf¬ 
fickers for the aquarium 
industry and for display in 
aquariums, shops and res¬ 
taurants. Another 29 pups 
could not be rescued 
and died, having been 
only about 2 weeks old 
when found and not yet 
weaned from their moth¬ 
ers. Earlier this month, an 
initial batch of 24 pups was 
released. Once hunted for 
their use in traditional Chi¬ 
nese medicine, spotted 
seals are now a protected 
species in China, although 
they are often stolen from 
their mothers to supply 
commercial venuesO 


Island Tours 
wanna see the island 

a/c busvan $40 p.p. 

Call now +297 731 2727 

_211186 


ANTIQUE5HOPS 
BIG SALE 20-50% 
Discount. Open daily 
9-4 Saturday 9-1 
ROCOCO PLAZA 
YARD SALE EVERY 
Saturday 18 Mel 
START 9 am 
Info whatsap 741 -5640 
Fleam #ONE 2 JUNI 



Halley Time Travel 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinum Season 

1 BR Ocean View $10 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 18K 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 28 K 
Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $ 6 K 

2 BR Ocean View $8 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $12 K 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum Season 
2 BR Garden View $15 K 
2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $18 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $27 K 

Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season 
2 BR Garden View $7K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 8K 
2 BR Ocean Side $ 9 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $12 K 

3 BR Ocean View $15 K 
Many more weeks available 

Casa Del Mar 

2 BR wk # 20 Ground floor 
Pool/ ocean view $10K 

Divi village 

Studio wk # 21 biulding B 
3rd floor 30 weeks remain $5K 

Amsterdam Manor 
1 BR wk # 22 groundfloor 
Pool/ocean view $5 K 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio wk # 19 building 7 $7K 
6 th floor 30 weeks remain 
Studio wk# 24 building 6 $7K 
6th floor 30 weeks remain 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR wk # 18 & 19 building 6 
5th floor 31 weeks remain $ 10K 
each 

Divi Village 

2 Br Town House wk #24 
Biulding C 3rd floor elevator 
39 weeks remain expire 2034 
$13K 

La Quinta Beach Resort 

1 BR wk # 24 groundfloor 
Odd year $3K 

House for sale 

Pos chigito 

Great invest oppertunity 

3 BR 3 Bath , 3 Appartment 
Swimming pool $ 360 K 
Income $4000 a month 
Catiri 

3 Bath , 2 Bath $ 250 K 

House for sale 

Opal 

3 Bedroom 2 Bath $ 325K 
Ponton 

4 Bedroom 3 Bath 1 appartment 
Swimming pool $ 350K 
Janana 

3 Bedroom 3 bath 1 appartment 
$350K 


Call: 6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Want to sell your timeshare? 


can make it happen! 

Call us for a free evaluation 

w ~ -i. or to list your timeshare 





CALL: 737-3006 or zach@biiyariLbatiinesliares.com 
w w w . b u y a r u b a fimesii ares . com 



HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 


IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



May 15 
Monarch 
May 21 

Freedom of the Seas 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 





















































THURSDAY 16 MAY 


^SCIENCE 



‘Zombie cells’ buildup in your body may play role in aging 



This April 2019 microscope photo provided by the Niedernhofer Lab of the Institute on the Biology of Aging and Metabolism at the 
University of Minnesota shows shows two senescent human fibroblast cells, above, next to normal ones in Minneapolis, Minn. 

Associated Press 


By MALCOLM RITTER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Call 
them zombie cells — they 
refuse to die. 

As they build up in your 
body, studies suggest, 
they promote aging and 
the conditions that come 
with it like osteoporosis 
and Alzheimer's disease. 
Researchers are studying 
drugs that can kill zombie 
cells and possibly treat the 
problems they bring. 
Basically the goal is to fight 
aging itself, which hopeful¬ 
ly will in turn delay the ap¬ 
pearance of age-related 
disease and disabilities as a 
group, says geriatrics spe¬ 
cialist Dr. James Kirkland of 
the Mayo Clinic in Roch¬ 


ester, Minnesota. That's 
in contrast to playing a 
“whack-a-mole game” of 
treating one disease only 
to see another spring up, 
he said. 

The research has been 
done chiefly in mice. Ear¬ 
lier this year, the first test in 
people was published and 
provided some tantalizing 
results. 

Zombie cells are actu¬ 
ally called senescent cells. 
They start out normal but 
then encounter a stress, like 
damage to their DNA or vi¬ 
ral infection. At that point, 
a cell can choose to die 
or become a zombie, ba¬ 
sically entering a state of 
suspended animation. 

The problem is that zom¬ 


bie cells release chemicals 
that can harm nearby nor¬ 
mal cells. That’s where the 
trouble starts. 

What kind of trouble? In 
mouse studies, drugs that 
eliminate zombie cells — 
so-called senolytics — have 
been shown to improve an 
impressive list of conditions, 
such as cataracts, diabe¬ 
tes, osteoporosis, Alzheim¬ 
er’s disease, enlargement 
of the heart, kidney prob¬ 
lems, clogged arteries and 
age-related loss of muscle. 
Mouse studies have also 
shown a more direct tie 
between zombie cells and 
aging. When drugs target¬ 
ing those cells were given 
to aged mice, the animals 
showed better walking 
speed, grip strength and 
endurance on a treadmill. 
Even when the treatment 
was applied to very old 
mice, the equivalent of 
people ages 75 to 90, it ex¬ 
tended lifespan by an av¬ 
erage of 36 percent. 
Researchers have also 
shown that transplanting 
zombie cells into young 
mice basically made them 


act older: their maximum 
walking speed slowed 
down, and their muscle 
strength and endurance 
decreased. Tests showed 
the implanted cells con¬ 
verted other cells to zom¬ 
bie status. 

Kirkland and colleagues 
this year published the 
first study of a zombie-cell 
treatment in people. It in¬ 
volved 14 patients with id¬ 
iopathic pulmonary fibrosis, 
a generally fatal disease 
that scars the lining of the 
lungs. Risk rises with age, 
and the lungs of patients 
show evidence of zombie 
cells. 

In the preliminary experi¬ 
ment, after three weeks 
of freafmenf, patients im¬ 
proved on some measures 
of physical fitness, like walk¬ 
ing speed. Other measures 
did not show improvement. 
Overall, the results are en¬ 
couraging and “it really 
raises enthusiasm to pro¬ 
ceed with the more rigor¬ 
ous studies,” said Dr. Greg¬ 
ory Cosgrove, chief medi¬ 
cal officer of the Pulmonary 
Fibrosis Foundation, who 


played no role in the study. 
The field of zombie cells is 
sfill young. But Kirkland es¬ 
timates at least a dozen 
companies have formed 
or have launched efforts 
to pursue treatments. He 
holds shares in one. 

Apart from age-related dis¬ 
eases, anti-zombie drugs 
might be useful for treating 
premature aging among 
cancer survivors that brings 
on the early appearance 
of some diseases, said Lau¬ 
ra Niedernhofer of the Uni¬ 
versity of Minnesofa. 

Some of these drugs have 
been approved for ofher 
uses or are even sold as 
supplements. But Niedern¬ 
hofer and Kirkland stress 
that people should not 
try them on their own, nor 
should doctors prescribe 
them, for the uses now un¬ 
der study because more 
research has to be done 
first. Niedernhofer said the 
best drugs may be yet to 
come. The goal is not to 
prevent stressed cells from 
fuming info zombies, she 
said, because they may 
become cancerous in¬ 
stead. The aim is to trigger 
death of cells fhaf have 
already transformed, or fo 
limif the harm they do. 

And what about giving 
them to healthy people 
who want to ward off ag¬ 
ing? That's possible but a 
long way off, after studies 
have established that the 
drugs are safe enough, she 
said. 

“We may not get there,” 
Kirkland said. 

In any case, experts are im¬ 
pressed by the research so 
far. 

“I think this is very exciting," 
said Dr. George Kuchel 
of the University of Con¬ 
necticut Center on Aging 
in Farmington. The results 
from animal studies are 
“very spectacular. It’s very 
compelling data.” 

Nir Barzilai, a researcher of 
aging at the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine in 
New York, said he believes 
targeting zombie cells will 
play a role in the overall 
effort to delay, stop and 
maybe reverse aging. 

So much research suggests 
they promote aging that 
“we know that it should be 
true,” he said. □ 
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Optimus Prime, Megatron remember 35 years of Transformers 



In this Tuesday, June 20,2017 file photo, Peter Cullen, left, and Frank Welker pose for a photo at the 
U.S. premiere of “Transformers: The Last Knight” at the Civic Opera House in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID FISCHER 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — The Autobots 
have been waging their 
battle to destroy the evil 
forces of the Decepticons 
for 35 years, but there's no 
sign the men who voice 
the Transformers franchise’s 
two most iconic charac¬ 
ters would ever take up ion 
blasters or fusion cannons 
against each other. 

Peter Cullen and Frank 
Welker have been heard in 
children’s homes across the 
United States since the fall 
of 1984 as the heroic Op¬ 
timus Prime and villainous 
Megatron respectively. 
They continue to lend their 
voices to both live-action 
and animated versions of 
the characters, and they'll 
be infinitely more like to 
exchange jokes and old 
stories than deadly blows 
from a laser sword during 
appearances Thursday 
and Friday at MegaCon 
Orlando . 

Transformers originated 
when the U.S. toy compa¬ 
ny Hasbro bought the rights 
to several existing Japa¬ 
nese toy lines that featured 
transforming robots and 
rebranded them for Ameri¬ 
can children. A cartoon, 
“The Transformers,” was 
developed to help market 
the toys. Welker, 73, got 
his first major voice-acting 
role in 1969 as Fred, the 
handsome, ascot-wearing 
leader of Mystery Inc. in 
“Scooby Doo, Where Are 


You!” He spent more than 
a decade after that voic¬ 
ing a host of friendly and 
comedic characters. 
“When I saw Megatron, it 
gave me an opportunity to 
play a very nasty, evil char¬ 
acter, and it was so much 
fun,” Welker said during a 
combined interview with 
Cullen. 

Welker said he was espe¬ 
cially impressed the first 
time he saw the toy of his 
character. It transformed 
into a silver and grey Wal- 
ther P38 pistol. Welker said it 
would take him more than 
an hour to transform the 
toy, while young fans could 
do it in minutes. 


“I was thinking this is just 
another job, but it’s pretty 
darn clever,” Welker said. 
While the original cartoon 
ran just a few years, it left 
an indelible mark on pop 
culture. The toy lines contin¬ 
ued, and a slew of spin-off 
cartoon series and comics 
were produced over the 
next two decades. This cul¬ 
minated in the launch of a 
multi-billion-dollar, live-ac¬ 
tion film franchise in 2007. 
Before his audition, Cullen, 
77, only knew that he would 
be reading for the part of a 
truck, though giving voice 
to a vehicle didn’t seem 
that crazy. 

“You're always auditioning 


for something in anima¬ 
tion that’s a little off of the 
norm,” Cullen said. 

When Cullen read about 
the heroic Autobot lead¬ 
er that turned into a red 
cabover semitrailer, he 
thought about his older 
brother, who had served 
as a U.S. Marine in the Viet¬ 
nam War. “He was my hero, 
and he certainly was the 
mainstay behind the char¬ 
acter,” Cullen said. “I just 
did an impression of Larry, 
and he’s still alive in my 
mind today because every 
time I do Prime, there’s my 
brother Larry.” 

Cullen's brother, Capt. H.L. 
Cullen, died in 2011 and 


was interred at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

When performing as Opti¬ 
mus, Cullen’s warm tenor 
voice drops to an authori¬ 
tative baritone. The voice 
has stayed consistent over 
the years, from various ani¬ 
mated series to live-action 
films. Welker said Mega- 
tron’s voice, on the other 
hand, has changed with 
nearly every iteration. 
Welker's natural speak¬ 
ing voice is essentially the 
voice he’s used to play 
Shaggy and Scooby’s pal 
Fred for 50 years. But when 
he was cast as Megatron 
in the original cartoon se¬ 
ries, he said he gave the 
evil Decepticon leader a 
contemptuous, mechani¬ 
cal rasp. When he returned 
to the character for a new 
animated series in 2010, fol¬ 
lowing the success of the 
live-action films, he said 
producers wanted him to 
sound more human, to 
reflect what actor Hugo 
Weaving had done with 
the role in the live-action 
films. And after Weaving 
left the franchise, Welker 
said he adjusted the voice 
further when he took over 
as Megatron in the latest 
live-action movies. 

In recent years, Cullen and 
Welker have been attend¬ 
ing conventions around the 
country to meet with fans 
from multiple generations. 
“It can bring tears to your 
eyes," Cullen said. “I’m not 
exaggerating."□ 


A gravesite meeting starts David Baldacci’s thriller 


By JEFF AYERS 
Associated Press 

“Redemption” by David 
Baldacci (Grand Central) 
In David Baldacci’s lat¬ 
est, Amos Decker and his 
FBI partner Alex Jamison 
arrive in a small town in 
Ohio where Decker was 
a detective for several 
years. He visits his family's 
gravesite every year on his 
daughter's birthday. This 
year someone else is at 
the graveyard as well. 
Meryl Hawkins looks vastly 
different to Decker, so he 
doesn't recognize him at 
first. Hawkins was Decker's 
first homicide case, and 



This cover image released 
by Grand Central Publishing 
shows “Redemption,” by 
David Baldacci. 

Associated Press 


he was found guilty and 
given life in prison without 
the possibility of parole. So 
how can he be a free man 
now? 

Hawkins reveals that he is 
terminally ill, and only has 
a little bit of time to live. He 
was released for compas¬ 
sionate reasons, and the 
first thing he did was track 
down Decker to inform him 
that the former cop and 
now FBI consultant made 
a mistake all those years 
ago. He never committed 
the murders, and the real 
culprit is still at large. 
Decker can replay ev¬ 
ery memory, and his by- 


the-book approach has 
been successful for him 
so far, and the evidence 
was rock solid. Convicting 
Hawkins was easy. But why 
would a dying man seek 
him out if he wasn't inno¬ 
cent? 

His boss at the FBI wants 
Decker to move on, but he 
can’t. If he was wrong, he 
has to make it right. When 
he follows up with Hawkins 
at his hotel room, he's sur¬ 
prised to find the former 
convict already dead, but 
due to a gunshot wound 
to the head rather than 
cancer. Now he won't 
rest until he finds the truth. 


even at the expense of his 
colleagues at the FBI and 
his former associates in the 
police department who 
used to work alongside 
him. 

Baldacci turns up the sus¬ 
pense and surprises at a 
rapid pace in “Redemp¬ 
tion” without sacrificing 
character or story. 

With the personal stakes 
and the steep learning 
curve that Decker must 
overcome to find justice, 
the narrative carries a 
heavier emotional impact. 
Essentially, this is another 
great novel from a master 
storytellerO 
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Shahidi shines in so-so ‘The Sun Is Also a Star 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 

“The Sun Is Also a Star “ is 
a beautiful looking film. 
The TV stars Yara Shahidi 
of “grown-ish" and Charles 
Melton of “Riverdale” are 
beautiful. New York City is 
beautiful. Even the MTA is 
(kind of) beautiful. 

Director Ry Russo-Young’s 
film is shot by cinematog¬ 
rapher Autumn Durald 
with such precision it’s im¬ 
possible not to get a little 


swoony over the fact that 
the filmmaker clearly did 
not phone it in for this ad¬ 
aptation of a popular 
young adult book. 

That makes it all the more 
frustrating, then, that the 
driving engine behind the 
film — a whirlwind 24-hour 
romance — is contrived, 
underwhelming and per¬ 
haps worst of all, uncon¬ 
vincing. And both parties 
involved in said romance 
have other things going on 
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In this image released by Warner Bros. Pictures, Charles Melton, 
left, and Yara Shahidi appear in a scene from the film “The Sun 
Is Also a Star.” 


in their lives that are much 
more compelling than their 
love-at-first-sight. (Shahidi’s 
character most of all.) 
Shahidi plays Natasha King¬ 
sley, a high school student 
whose family is facing immi¬ 
nent deportation to Jamai¬ 
ca. Her parents immigrated 
to the U.S. when she was 
young. She considers New 
York her home, so much so 
that she’s decided to fight 
the system against all odds 
and to the last second, 
even though her parents 
are resigned to leaving. 

We meet her on the day 
before their scheduled de¬ 
portation, as she rushes to 
a meeting at the immigra¬ 
tion office and then, in des¬ 
peration, to another “last 
shot” plea with a lawyer 
who has been known to do 
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miracles. Running around 
the city, she’s also on a re¬ 
luctant farewell tour, tak¬ 
ing an extra beat here and 
there to really absorb her 
surroundings — like stop¬ 
ping to gaze up wistfully at 
the ceiling of Grand Cen¬ 
tral Terminal. 

It’s there she catches the 
eye of one Daniel Bae 
(Melton), a high school stu¬ 
dent on his way to an alum¬ 
ni interview for Dartmouth 
that he doesn’t want to go 
to. He’s feeling stifled by his 
Korean immigrant parents, 
who decided long ago that 
he’d be a doctor, when he 
really just wants to be a 
poet (seriously). You know 
this because in his room he 
has a newspaper clipping 
of an article about Maya 
Angelou and an Emily Dick¬ 


inson book on his shelf. He 
also, with strained plain¬ 
tiveness, scribbles “Deus Ex 
Machina” in a notebook. 
This is important because 
Natasha, whom he insists 
he spotted in the crowd 
not just because she is gor¬ 
geous but because “no 
one ever looks up,” is wear¬ 
ing a jacket with the words 
“Deus Ex Machina” on the 
back. They must be soul 
mates. So, in the grand 
movie tradition of “it’s not 
stalking if she’s into it," he 
does what any lovelorn 
high school poet who’d 
rather be doing anything 
but interviewing for Dart¬ 
mouth would do: He fol¬ 
lows her. 

A fairly dramatic opportu¬ 
nity arises for Daniel to in¬ 
troduce himself and have 
an excuse to hang around 
her to make sure she’s OK. 
He even works up the cour¬ 
age to propose that he 
can make her fall in love 
with him in a day. Why she 
goes along with it is a bit of 
a mystery. Maybe it’s Dan¬ 
iel’s dreaminess, or a way 
of compartmentalizing or 
distracting herself from the 
reality of deportation (and 
having to pack and help 
her family), but she lets her¬ 
self be reckless, and the 
two set off on an adven¬ 
ture in their city that she at 
least knows has an expira¬ 
tion date. a 


Claude Monet haystack painting 
fetches $110.7M at NY auction 



This undated photo provided by Sotheby's shows Claude 
Monet's painting titled “Meules.” The painting, one of Monet's 
iconic paintings of haystacks, has fetched a record $110.7 
million at an auction in New York. 
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NEW YORK (AP) — One of 

Claude Monet's iconic 
paintings of haystacks has 
fetched a record $110.7 
million at an auction in New 
York. 

Monet's “Meules” sold at 
Sotheby’s sale of Impres¬ 
sionist & Modern Art Tues¬ 
day night. The auction 
house says it's a world auc¬ 
tion record for the artist 
and the first work of Impres¬ 
sionist art to cross the $100 
million threshold at auction. 
The 1890 painting is one 
of only four works from 
Monet's acclaimed “Hay¬ 
stacks” series to come to 
auction this century, and 
one of only eight examples 


remaining in private hands. 
The 17 others reside at mu¬ 
seums, including the Metro¬ 
politan Museum of Art and 
the Art Institute of Chicago. 


Associated Press 

The previous owners had 
purchased the painting in 
1986 for $2.53 million. So¬ 
theby's did not provide any 
details on the new buyer.Q 
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This cruise line rivals Broadway with 134 shows, 50 theaters 


By KELLI KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — In a non¬ 
descript building in North 
Miami, two dozen dancers 
in bouncing yellow skirts are 
high kicking the can-can, 
aerialists are spinning per¬ 
ilously high from silk cords 
and frantic seamstresses 
are hemming outfits in a 
20,000 square-foot cos¬ 
tume shop. They are all part 
of a company that puts on 
more live productions a 
year than Broadway and 
London’s West End com¬ 
bined. 

Royal Caribbean Interna¬ 
tional's cruise line directs 
134 shows in 50 theaters on 
26 ships around the world, 
including seven Broadway- 
originating shows, eight 
aqua shows, 18 ice shows 
and dozens of original mu¬ 
sicals. 

“We have a nightly audi¬ 
ence of about 100,000. It is 
by scale a very, very large 
operation. Probably under 
one roof, the biggest in 
the world,” said Nick Weir, 
senior vice president of en¬ 
tertainment. “At any one 
time, there’s 1,500 to 1,800 
cast members employed 
to make this all come to 
life.” 

It takes two to four weeks 
for an army of dancers, 
singers and aerialists to 
learn a show before they’re 
dispatched to ports as far 
away as Australia and Chi¬ 
na. 

On a recent afternoon, 
dancers roamed the halls 
in crop tops and buns. One 
stretched into a wide split 
on the floor. There are 14 
dance studios, 15 rehearsal 
rooms, a recording studio, 
gymnasiums and audito¬ 
rium. Exercise equipment 
lines some hallways. Near¬ 
by are living accommoda¬ 
tions for 470 of the perform¬ 
ers. 

Often dismissed in the past 
as second-tier, cruise enter¬ 
tainment has evolved to a 
genre that Royal Caribbe¬ 
an says commands some 
of the best talent and tech¬ 
nology around. 

Several of the main char¬ 
acters in “Mama Mia” are 
from the Broadway version 
of the show. While New 
York theater has struggled 
to turn profits with its small. 


intimate venues, fickle 
crowds and finite real es¬ 
tate, the cruise industry’s 
onboard audience is grow¬ 


ing exponentially. 

Royal Caribbean is build¬ 
ing five ships in the com¬ 
ing years, each with a 
custom-built theater with 
sophisticated stages and 
high-tech effects. A few 
years ago, they built a small 
plane with a 22-foot wing¬ 
span that now flies over 
the audience in every pro¬ 
duction of “FLIGHT: Dare to 
Dream.” 

“The stages that they have 
on the ships, the technol¬ 
ogy is far better than it 
ever was on a Broadway 
stage, even 10 years ago,” 
said Greg Graham, who 
was the resident choreog¬ 
rapher for “Billy Elliot” on 
Broadway before coming 
to the cruise line to choreo¬ 
graph “Hairspray.” 

Roughly 3,000 hopefuls 
showed up to recent audi¬ 
tions for “Hairspray” in New 
York and London. 

Weir said the casting op¬ 
eration is massive, culling 
talent from 75 cities a year 
auditioning nearly 25,000 
performers last year alone. 
“At my audition there were 


hundreds of girls ... it's very 
competitive. There are so 
many people who want to 
be doing this,” said Taryn 


Borman, a 21-year-old Aus¬ 
tralian dancer, who’s per¬ 
forming on a ship for the 
first time in a new show with 
aerialists and contortionists. 
She'll head to Asia with the 
cast in a few weeks. 

Singer and dancer Oli 
Reynolds, 26, wrapped up 
a starring role in London's 
West End production of 
“Mama Mia” and came 
back to Royal Caribbean 
where he's reprising the 
same role. 

“I think there’s still a stigma 
about cruise ship perform¬ 
ing ... historically, a lot of 
cruise lines didn't put the 
focus on the performing, 
it was more about the 
destinations,” said Reyn¬ 
olds, who stressed that's 
changed. “People come 
from Cirque du Soleil, they 
come from Vegas, they 
come from London, they 
come from Broadway and 
it is a progression in my ca¬ 
reer for me.” 

John Kenrick, a musical 
theater historian and ad¬ 
junct professor at New York 
University, says the evolu¬ 


tion was inevitable as more 
sophisticated cruise audi¬ 
ences — accustomed to 
seeing shows in spots like 
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Vegas and Atlantic City — 
are demanding better en¬ 
tertainment. 

“It's certainly upped the 
game. (Cruise theater) 
used to be a little better 
perhaps than summer stock 
just with better costumes,” 
said Kenrick, adding “it’s 
definitely improved. I can’t 
say it’s Broadway." 

Every performance on ev¬ 
ery ship worldwide is re¬ 
hearsed at the roughly 
133,000 square-foot facility 
where the halls are literally 
alive with the sounds of mu¬ 
sic. 

In one room, dancers with 
black top hats are perfect¬ 
ing choreography to “All 
That Jazz.” Across the hall, 
six singers are harmoniz¬ 
ing a number from “Once 
Upon a Time.” In a record¬ 
ing studio next door, the 
walls reverberate with what 
sounds like theme music 
from an adventure movie. 
At the massive costume 
shop, the hum of a sewing 
machine where a seam¬ 
stress works on a gold glit¬ 
ter costume competes with 


the hiss of a steam iron. One 
of the head seamstresses is 
busy completing a white 
sequin ballroom dress, with 
flowing feathers and a 
rhinestone studded bod¬ 
ice. The cruise line makes 
its own costumes and must 
coordinate fittings for doz¬ 
ens of shows. 

The cast on each ship per¬ 
forms not one, but three 
shows — a Broadway mu¬ 
sical like “Hairspray” or 
“Grease,” a ballroom style 
show and a pop show. 
The shows are upbeat and 
family oriented and chosen 
to appeal to a wide audi¬ 
ence — nothing too sexual 
or intellectual. 

Scheduling all the rehears¬ 
als is more precise than the 
choreography. The new 
casts arrive, rehearse and 
depart to sea at a dizzy¬ 
ing pace every few weeks. 
It takes exactly 26 days to 
train a new cast to perform 
the musical “Cats.” 

Typical theater produc¬ 
tions will rotate in new cast 
members periodically, but 
Royal Caribbean prefers to 
sign performers to rough¬ 
ly nine-month contracts. 
They spend a few weeks 
learning three shows from 
scratch and then head 
to sea. When it's over, the 
cruise line casts a new set 
of performers and begins 
again. 

Staging a show at sea has 
its own challenges and 
quirks. Performers need ex¬ 
tra core strength to adapt 
to rough waves and pitch¬ 
ing ships. If a costume is 
ripped, there’s no one to 
run to the store. 

There are also perks that 
even the most legend¬ 
ary theaters on land can’t 
compete with — pictur¬ 
esque ports, free meals, 
room and board, the 
chance to interact with the 
audience and the sense 
of onboard community 
not found at other venues 
where performers simply go 
home each night. 

“You definitely become 
more of a family,” said Mya 
Carpenter, a 22-year-old 
dancer who performed in 
Paris before joining Royal 
Caribbean. “You come to 
know people inside and 
out. They're friends for 
life.'O 



In this March 19, 2019 photo, performer Montana Moore dances during a rehearsal at Royal 
Caribbean's entertainment training facility in North Miami, Fla. 
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Basking in the Tuscan Sun 



This Sept. 10, 2018 photo shows a view from the top of medieval hill town Cortona, in the province 
of Arezzo in the Tuscany region of Italy. 


By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
Associated Press 
CORTONA, Italy (AP) — Af¬ 
ter my breast cancer di¬ 
agnosis and as I was going 
through what would be 
more than a year of treat¬ 
ments that included che¬ 
motherapy and radiation, 

I vowed I would return to 
Italy. Both sets of my grand¬ 
parents emigrated from 
there, and I always turned 
to Italy as a source of com¬ 
fort. 

At first, I wasn’t sure what 
part of Italy I would travel. 
The last time I was there 
was in 1998. But when my 
sister and brother-in-law 
invited me for a one-week 
stay at a villa in Cortona in 
Tuscany, I knew my plans 
were set. 

My plan was to spend a 
week in Rome with a friend. 
Then, I would join my sister 
and brother-in-law and 
their friends on the sec¬ 
ond leg of the trip. I had 
never been to Cortona, 
the walled medieval hilltop 
town popularized by Fran¬ 
ces Mayes’ memoir “Un¬ 
der the Tuscan Sun,” later 
made into a movie. We 
would use Cortona, nestled 
near the border of the Um¬ 
bria region, as our base 
and then travel to different 
parts of Tuscany. 

I hoped to be inspired by 
one of Italy’s most roman¬ 
ticized regions, with its cul¬ 
tural and artistic legacy, its 
post-card views of rolling 
hills dotted with stone farms 
and medieval castles, and 
its food — simple but fla¬ 
vorful. And just maybe, I 
could reconnect with my 


relatives on my mom’s 
side who lived in the Siena 
area. I hadn’t seen them 
since 1984, and we had lost 
touch over the years after 
my grandfather and great 
uncle in the United States 
passed away. 

But my experience was be¬ 
yond what I expected. By 
staying at the villa, I was 
able to have a deeper un¬ 
derstanding of the Tuscan 
culture and live like a Tus¬ 
can resident. We shopped 
for groceries at the local su¬ 
permarket, cooked dinner 
at the house, and went on 
walks among the fields of 
sunflowers, olive trees and 
grapevines. We washed 
clothes and hung them 
out to dry (dryers are not 
the norm in Italy). I woke 
up to the crowing of roost¬ 
ers. And I met a wonderful 


group of residents including 
American-born chef Ryan 
Hanley and his Italian wife 
Debora Mazzierli; we visited 
their centuries-old Tuscan 
stone home for cooking 
classes. 

We stayed at the villa II 
Barattino, which had a 
swimming pool, washing 
machine, satellite TV and 
free Wi-Fi connections. It 
rented for little over $800 
a night and sleeps 12 and 
is managed by Cortona- 
based Hill Towns Tours , 
which manages villas in Tus¬ 
cany. The villa consisted of 
two buildings, which com¬ 
bined had six bedrooms. If 
you rent a villa with friends, 
you can cut the cost of the 
rental fees and the car rent¬ 
als. And we saved money 
by eating in a few nights 
using the spacious kitchen 
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and outdoor dining areas. 
Location is key. Our villa, set 
apart from the main road, 
was about seven miles to 
the town center. Cortona 
is about an hour drive to 
key medieval hill towns like 
Assisi and Montepulciano, 
home of the Vino Nobile 
wines. And you could take 
a train from Cortona to Flor¬ 
ence. 

Every day, we looked for¬ 
ward to a new activity, 
some we planned on our 
own; others were planned 
by Mazzierli, who also act¬ 
ed as our tour guide. She 
gave us a tour of San Gal- 
gano, where we visited the 
gothic style 13th century 
abbey which no longer has 
a roof, as well as San Gimi¬ 
gnano, known for its many 
medieval towers. Another 
day, we went wine tasting. 



This Sept. 13, 2018 photo shows Anne D'lnnocenzio, standing 
right, right, and her sister, Donna Burke, posing with their Italian 
relatives in Torrita di Siena, Italy. 



This Sept. 9, 2018 photo shows sliced Chianina T-bone with 
arugula, parmesan shavings and peppercorns prepared by 
local Tuscan chef Ryan Hanley at II Barattino, the villa in Cortona, 
Italy. 



We first visited a local small 
winery called Leuta. Then, 
we went to Montepulcia¬ 
no, where we visited the 
family-run Ercolani winery's 
wine shop and then toured 
its underground wine cel¬ 
lars and its medieval mu¬ 
seum — and then sampled 
its wine with cheese and 
salami. On the days to our¬ 
selves, we wandered the 
medieval streets of Cor¬ 
tona’s center, and spent 
some time at the Etruscan 
museum. In Assisi, we visited 
the Basilica of St. Francis, 
where we saw the famous 
Giotto frescos. 

Every meal was an epi¬ 
curean feast. Among the 
highlights; eating pici pasta 
at La Loggetta, overlook¬ 
ing the main square in Cor¬ 
tona, sampling the massive 
seafood platter at Mor¬ 
gan's, which overlooked 
Lake Tresimano, and tast¬ 
ing the sumptuous zucchini 
flower appetizer at Osteria 
del Teatro in Cortona. In As¬ 
sisi, I had a delicious melon 
and prosciutto salad at Le 
Terrazze di Properzio, which 
offered breathtaking pan¬ 
oramic views of the town. 
One of the most intimate 
food experiences? The 
cooking class at the home 
of Hanley and Mazzierli. 
We cooked such dishes as 
zucchini flan, Tuscan ragu 
sauce, and stuffed toma¬ 
toes with rice under their 
supervision. And we made 
our own pici pasta, made 
with flour, water and olive 
oil. Mazzierli encouraged us 
to “eat with our heart, not 
with our stomach.” 

And yes, my sister and I — 
armed with a GPS and a 
30-year old address my 
mom gave us — did con¬ 
nect with our relatives, the 
most magical moment of 
my trip. 

They showed us family 
photo albums. My cousin 
Antonio showed us a spool 
of thread that my grandfa¬ 
ther had given him years 
ago from his clothing facto¬ 
ry. To him, it was the symbol 
of the American dream. 
They called other relatives, 
and soon, the house was 
packed. The pasta came 
out, followed by sauteed 
chicken, pickled zucchini 
and vanilla gelato. Our 
hearts were full.Q 
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